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The Standardbred Breeders and Owners Association
of New Jersey is honoring two of its longest-serving
leaders, Anthony T. Abbatiello and Thomas N. D’Altrui,
by renaming the two richest state-bred races in New
Jersey for them.

Effective this year, the $500,000 SBOA New Jersey
Pacing Classic, richest homebred stakes race in the nation,
will be known as the Anthony Abbatiello New Jersey
Pacing Classic.  The filly companion $200,000 Miss New
Jersey Pace will be known as the Tom D’Altrui  Miss New
Jersey Pace.  Both stakes finals are scheduled for May 27 at
The Meadowlands.

The SBOANJ established the Classic in 1980 to
showcase the top New Jersey-sired pacing stars who
historically have gone on to dominate nationwide open
competition throughout the racing season.  Among those
outstanding NJ-sireds who won the Classic and national
honors were Rocknroll Hanover, Cam’s Card Shark and
Matt’s Scooter.

In addition, the Classic was developed to enhance the
breeding and racing of New Jersey standardbreds,
encouraging horse owners to choose New Jersey over
other states to breed and buy the best racehorses they
could.  Four years later, the Miss New Jersey Pace was
added to spotlight the top New Jersey-sired three-year-old
pacing fillies.

Abbatiello, a member of the Harness Racing Hall of
Fame and the New Jersey Racing Commission, was a
founder of the SBOANJ in 1961.  He served as its president
for nearly three decades and served 14 years as a Board
member until he retired last November.

He is a resident of Colts Neck, where his Five Points
Farm was home to many outstanding standardbreds he
trained, including millionaires Newt Lobell and Taurus
Romeo.  He is also a past chairman of the U. S. Trotting
Association, American Horse Council and N. J. Sire Stakes
Board of Trustees.  He was honored this year as harness

horseman of the year by the N. J. Sports Writers
Association.

D’Altrui, a resident of Union, served 33 years as an
SBOANJ Board member, 22 years of which he was vice
president before retiring 16 months ago.  He was also a
District 12 (NJ) director of the U. S. Trotting Association
for 18 years and was active more than 30 years as a member
and officer of Harness Horsemen International.

He operated DI Farms in Hillsborough, producing
outstanding racehorses such as Totally Ruthless, Sweet
Reflection, Whosurboy and DI Starfire, and broodmares,
including Mommy Dear, whose foals earned more than
$2 million.

On Monday, May 29, the Memorial Day afternoon
racing program will include a “Party in the Park” with
Jimmy and the Parrots performing Jimmy Buffet favorites
from 12:30 to 3:30 p.m., and games in Paddock Park from
12 to 4 p.m. Post time is 1:10 p.m.

SBOANJ RENAMES TOP NJ-BRED STAKES
FOR ABBATIELLO AND D’ALTRUI

NJSS 2006 RACING SEASON
STARTS MAY 12 AT BIG M
The New Jersey Sire Stakes will launch its 2006

pari-mutuel racing season at The Meadowlands on May
12 and 13 with the first of three preliminary rounds of
competition for three-year-old pacers concluding with
$175,000 championship finals in June.

Sire Stakes competition for three-year-old pacing
fillies is slated to begin May 12, with the colts and
geldings on the following night on May 14.  New Jersey-
sired three-year-old trotters will begin competing on
May 29 for colts and geldings and May 31 for fillies.

There will be three preliminary rounds in each of the
four NJSS three-year-old divisions, followed by
championship finals in June.

NJSS Pari-Mutuel division races for two-year-olds,
with three preliminary rounds and $175,000
championships, will begin in June and conclude in July.



MAY 15 DEADLINE TO NOMINATE
YEARLINGS TO STAKES & NJSS

Important payments are due May 15 to make and keep
horses eligible to the lucrative N. J. Sire Stakes Program
and other special stakes races for New Jersey-sired horses.

Yearling nominations are due for foals of 2005 who are
yearlings in 2006.  All horses nominated must be registered
with the U. S. Trotting Association (USTA) or Canadian
Standardbred Horse Society (CSHS).

For eligibility to the Sire Stakes Program (Pari-Mutuel
and Green Acres Divisions), payments should be mailed to
NJSS, P.O. Box 34400, Newark, NJ 07189-4400.

NJSS Executive Director Christopher Castens said that
registered mail is strongly suggested to avoid potential
problems in mailing or delivery of payments. No late
payments are accepted.

The fee is $50 for the NJSS Pari-Mutuel and Green
Acres Divisions if a copy of the yearling’s registration
certificate accompanies the nomination.  Without a copy of
the certificate, the fee is $75.  The Lou Babic Pace
nomination fee is an additional $25 for the open division
and $15 for the filly division.

It is important to note that the yearling nomination fee is
$250 if the foal being nominated is the result of the interstate
transport of a registered New Jersey stallion’s semen to a
mare outside the state of New Jersey, provided a copy of the
certificate accompanies the fee.  Without the certificate, the
interstate semen transport nomination fee is $275.

To nominate a yearling to the Anthony Abbatiello New
Jersey Pacing Classic, Tom D’Altrui Miss New Jersey Pace
and Charles I. Smith Trot for 2008 and the 2007 Harold R.
Dancer Trot,  payment should be mailed to the SBOA/NJ, 64
Business Route 33, Manalapan, NJ 07726. The fee for the
Pacing Classic and Smith Trot is $25 each, and for the Miss
New Jersey and Helen Smith Filly Division, $15 each. The
Dancer Trot fee is $25.

Also due on May 15 are two-year-old sustaining
payments for the 2006 Dancer Trot ($400) and New Jersey
Futurity ($300), made payable and mailed to the SBOA/NJ,
64 Business Route 33, Manalapan, NJ 07726.

NJAW  WANTS YOU!
The New Jersey Account Wagering System (NJAW)

is looking for new accounts that will help horsemen who
receive a percentage of every bet in New Jersey in the
form of purses and breeding funds.

NJAW offers both Internet – www.4NJBETS.com
with free video streaming– and voice activated/touch
tone phone access – 1-888-4NJ-BETS.  These accounts
can also be used to make wagers in self-betting
machines at the Meadowlands, Monmouth Park and
Freehold Raceway.

For more information, please call 800-498-9557, log
on to www.4NJBETS.com or visit a guest service center
at Meadowlands, Monmouth or Freehold.
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IN THE NEWS
CLAIMING UP AT MEADOWLANDS

The claiming game has been especially busy this year at the
Meadowlands. Through March 25, there have been 261 claims,
worth a total of $8,483,335, which has yielded $294,956 in sales tax
for the State of New Jersey. Through the same date last year, there
were only 208 claims worth $7,274,900. This year’s highest priced
claim to date was $112,000 for Art Maker on January 28 by the
partnership of the Engel Stable, Rucker Stable, D R Van Witzenberg
and Sheffield Stable. The most popular horse has been Bust Out
who was claimed seven times for prices ranging from $40,000 to
$50,000. Talk Forever has changed hands six times in the $20,000
to $30,000 range. Three horses have been claimed five times this
meet: Cartman, Eyes On Kassa and Iwasborntoboogy N. The
Meadowlands record was set in 2000 when 726 horses were
claimed for a total of $24.7 million.

MEADOWLANDS MEDIA GUIDE AVALABLE
The Meadowlands Racetrack’s 2006 Harness

Media Guide is available on the track’s website at
www.thebigm.com/mediaGuide.asp and in a printed edition
available from the track’s publicity office by calling 201-460-4050.

NEW OWNER SEMINAR
MAY 13 AT MEADOWLANDS

Any one interested in purchasing a racehorse can find out about
the costs, risks and rewards, as well as how to select a trainer and a
racehorse, at a special no-cost seminar on May 13 at the
Meadowlands. Space is limited and pre-registration is required. For
information or to register, please contact Ellen Harvey at 732-780-
3700 or hrcnews@ustrotting.com. The seminar is sponsored by the
Meadowlands, Hanover Shoe Farm and the U. S.Trotting Association.

SBOANJ GOLF OUTING ON JULY 18
The 11th annual golf outing of the Standardbred Breeders and

Owners Association of New Jersey is scheduled for Monday, July 10
at the Cream Ridge Golf Club on Route 539 in Cream Ridge.
Further details will be announced soon.

QUESTIONS FOR NJ RACING COMMISSION
Comments or questions related to officiating of races at The

Meadowlands can be presented through the New Jersey Racing
Commission web site at www.njrconline.com by clicking “contact us”
and the navigation bar and the feedback form to email directly to the
Commission, or by calling (609) 292-0613.

BETTIE JEAN FORD, 78,
TRAINER MARK FORD’S MOM

Condolences to harness trainer Mark Ford, whose mother died
April 22 at the Charleston, WV Area Medical Center after a long
illness. Ford is also a member of the SBOA Board of Directors.

HAMBO GOLF ON JULY 31
The 14th annual Hambletonian Charity Golf Tournament,

benefiting the Harness Racing Museum & Hall of Fame and the
Standardbred Retirement Foundation, will take place Monday, July
31, at the Montclair Golf Club in West Orange. The deadline to
register is July 18. The basic player registration of $400 includes
greens fees and cart, locker room, range, lunch, on course
beverage, cocktail hour, dinner, contests and player gift package.
For information, contact Moira Fanning at (609) 371-2211 or
mfanning@hambletonian.org.



We are finally seeing progress on

the new back paddock extension at

The Meadowlands.

The schematic plans have been

completed and reviewed by

racetrack officials with SBOANJ

representatives and other

Meadowlands horsepeople. Chris

McErlean, vice president of racing

operations, says that the

overall response has been

extremely positive.

Plans call for an addition that

can handle six more races and

create new men’s and women’s

locker rooms.  As you know, the

present paddock can handle only

seven races, with later races filling

in the stalls used by the earlier

races.  That would make it a 13-race

paddock for 130 horses.

In addition, there will be new

lighting and a roof membrane on the

existing paddock.  The ceiling and

interior will be painted, and asphalt

will be milled.  New cooking

facilities will be added to the

kitchen area and a new HVAC

(heating, ventilating and air

conditioning) system will be

installed for all areas

According to Chris, the track is

on an aggressive time schedule to

bid the work out and get construction

started on the foundation of the new

building, as well as interior

renovations or the existing paddock,

immediately after Hambletonian

Day on August 5.  The work is

expected to be completed by the

summer of 2007.

We have been waiting for this

project for a very long time.  It has

been a major issue for the SBOA at

each and every negotiating session

with the track for years.  Finally,

there is light at the end of

the tunnel.

*   *   *

The subject of enough Lasix

stalls at Freehold Raceway, not

to mention the greater need for

Lasix to be administered at licensed

training farms by licensed

veterinarians, has been frustrating,

to say the least, for all

parties involved.

The tremendous time, effort and

money have resulted in a major

problem for our horse owners.  The

SBOA is hearing constant complaints

and criticism from its members

because we have not been able to

resolve it.

There is no question that the

number one priority for our horse

people would be to get the New

Jersey Racing Commission to adopt

a regulation allowing for Lasix to

be given at the training farms, and

not just at the racetracks as

currently the case.

While we are beginning an effort

to get Commission approval, we have

an immediate need at Freehold to

protect valuable racehorses requiring

Lasix, who often are outside in foul

weather.  The extra portable stalls

provided and erected by the SBOA

are uncovered.

We still have to convince the

Racing Commission to adopt a

new regulation, and that could

take months.

Since we are not even sure we

will be sucessful in this effort to get

Lasix adminsitered at training farms,

it is the sincere hope of the SBOA

and its members that additional

covered Lasix stalls can be

constructed so there can be adequate

stabling to accommodate the amount

of Lasix horses, particularly on

Saturday afternoons.

*   *   *

I want to take this opportunity to

commend one of our hard-working

Board members, Howard A. Taylor,

who is an attorney, for his decision to

take a leave of absence from SBOA

Board service while he represents

trainer-driver Eric Ledford

concerning recent illegal drug

charges against him.  He is doing so

to avoid even the perception of a

conflict between his participation on

the Board and the Association and his

legal representation of Ledford.
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President’s Message
by Tom Luchento



NJ Agriculture Secretary Charles M. Kuperus, left,
officially welcomed the stallion Rocknroll Hanover,
harness racing’s horse of the year for 2005, to New Jersey
for the 2006 breeding season.

(photo by World Wide Racing Photos)

Held by stallion manager Fidencio Cevantes, at Perretti
Farms in Cream Ridge, Rocknroll Hanover earned $2.2

million in purses last year, finishing in the money in all 18
starts and winning 12.

“This is a significant milestone for our Sire Stakes
Program and shows the industry is strong in New Jersey,”
said Kuperus, who is a member of the NJSS Board of
Trustees.

With $530,781 earned as a two-year-old, the son of
Western Ideal banked $2,784,038 in his career.  The stallion
is owned by Jeffrey Snyder, Lothlorein Equestrian Center
and Perrretti Farms.

Noting that a fire killed 12 broodmares and 12 foals in
a receiving barn at the farm four days prior to the
welcoming event, Anthony Perretti, the farm’s general
manager, said that the visit by Kuperus added a more
positive outlook for the future.

Kuperus, who also inspected the fire area, said he
would seek ways for the state to help the farm and horse
owners recover from the tragedy.  He offered use of a barn
at the nearby Horse Park of New Jersey until the farm can
erect a new barn.

ROCKNROLL HANOVER WELCOMED
TO NJ BY STATE AGRICULTURE CHIEF
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Important Phone Numbers
New Jersey Sires Stakes

(609) 292-8830

United States Trotting Association
(614) 224-2291

Harness Horsemen International
(732) 683-1580

NJSS Post Positions
(609) 984-8265

License/Fingerprinting Info 
New Jersey Racing Commission

Main Office  . . . . .(609) 292-0613

Freehold Raceway . . . . .(732) 462-3800

The Meadowlands . . . . .(201) 460-4137

N.J. Turnpike Trailer Ban
800-33NJTPK (800-336-5875)

NJ HNJ HARNESSARNESS CCALENDALENDARAR 20062006

RACETRACK REPRESENTATIVES

Paul Consol
at The Meadowlands
(201) 935-8500 x. 2105

Linda Goss
at Freehold

(732) 462-3800  x. 365

Pacesetter Editor
Leon Zimmerman

(609) 394-8303

Equine Advisory Board
SBOA/NJ Delegate . . . . . . . . .Betty DiNicola

MAY

5 $150,000 Helen Dancer Pace, Freehold Raceway

6 Dexter Cup Elims., Freehold Raceway
$225,000 Berry’s Creek Pace, Meadowlands

12 $90,000 Lady Suffolk Trot, Freehold Raceway
NJSS 3FP, Meadowlands

13 $190,000 Dexter Cup, Freehold Raceway
New Owners Seminar
NJSS 3CP, Meadowlands

14 $100,000 Matriarch Pace, Meadowlands

17 NJ Racing Commission, Meadowlands

19 D’Altrui Miss New Jersey Pace Elims., Meadowlands

20 Abbatiello NJ Pacing Classic Elims.
$325,000 Graduate Final
$225,000 Cutler Final, Meadowlands

27 $35,000 Swing Back Final
$40,000 Windshield Wiper Final, Freehold Raceway

$500,000 Abbatiello NJ Pacing Classic Final
$200,000 D’Altrui Miss NJ Pace Final, Meadowlands

29 $45,000 Hiram Woodruff Final
NJSS 3CT, Meadowlands

31 NJSS 3FT, Meadowlands

JUNE

2 NJSS 3FP, Meadowlands

3 NJSS 3CP, Meadowlands

7 NJSS 3FT, Meadowlands

8 NJSS 3CT, Meadowlands

12 SBOA Board of Directors Spargo’s Grille, Manalpan

14 NJSS 3 FT, Meadowlands

15 NJSS 3CT, Meadowlands

16 $225,000 Lady Liberty Final
NJSS 3FP, Meadowlands

17 NJSS 3CP, Meadowlands

20 NJSS Board of Trustees, Trenton

21 NJSS 2CP & 2 FP, Meadowlands

22 $175,000 NJSS 3 FT & 3CT Finals, Meadowlands

23 $175,000 NJSS 3FP Final, Meadowlands

24 $175,000 NJSS 3CP Final, Meadowlands

28 Historic Acorn & Debutante Stakes, Meadowlands

29 Historic Goshen & Harriman Cups, Meadowlands

30 Historic Coaching Club Ladyship & Dickerson Cups, Meadowlands



2006 NJ-SIRED STAKES & FUTURITIES

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE:
INTERSTATE LICENSE COMPACT

New Jersey is now the 11th state to become a member
of the Interstate Compact for Horse Racing Licensees,
joining New York, Delaware, Florida, Kentucky, California
and Virginia, among others.

As a result of a bill signed into law by Governor Jon
Corzine, owners and trainers in New Jersey can now obtain
one multi-jurisdictional license covering all 11 states
through National Racing Compact.  This program will give
those who need licenses in numerous states the option to do
so and only be fingerprinted once.

There is a $75 fee, in addition to each state fee.
Applications for these Compact licenses can be obtained
through the New Jersey Racing Commission, at
www.racinglicense.com or email the Compact at
nrcsupport@racinglicense.com.  Further information can
be obtained from NRC, 2343 Alexandria Drive, Suite 200,
Lexington, KY 40504 or by calling 859-224-0584.
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DIRECTOR ATTENDANCE AT
SBOA/NJ BOARD MEETINGS

11/05 12/05 1/06 2/06 4/06*

Baggitt, R. P P P P P

Bergmann, G. P A P A P

D’Altrui, T. A. A P P A P

Ford, M. P P P P P

Harrison, K. P P P P P

Ingrassia, J. P P P P P

Lane, D. A P P A P

Luchento, T. P P P P P

McNamara, L. P P P P P

Ochsner, A. P P P P P

O’Hare, M. P P P P P

Palmer, T. P P P A P

Parenti, A. P A P A P

Pocaro, R. A P P A P

Razzetti, E. P P P A P

Romano, A. P P P P P

Skolnick, M. P P P P P

Taylor, H. P P P P A

Wojtowicz, P. P P P P P

P=Present A=Absent

* No meeting in March

Race Track Age Elim Final
D’Altrui Miss NJ Pace (Filly) M 3 May 19 May 27

Abbatiello NJ Pacing Classic (Open) M 3 May 20 May 27

Helen Smith Trot (Filly) F 3 Aug. 11 Aug. 18

H.R. Dancer Trot (Open) F 2 Sept. 7 Sept. 14

H.R. Dancer Trot (Filly) F 2 Sept. 12 Sept. 19

NJ Futurity 3-Year-old Trot F 3 – Oct. 6

NJ Futurity 2-Year-old Trot F 2 – Oct. 11

C.I. Smith Trot (Open) F 3 Oct. 6 Oct. 13

Lou Babic Memorial Pace (Filly) F 2 Oct. 6 Oct. 14

Lou Babic Memorial Pace (Open) F 2 Oct. 7 Oct. 14

NJ Futurity 2-Year-old Pace F 2 – Oct. 20

NJ Futurity 3-Year-old Pace F 3 – Oct. 28

NJ STANDARDBRED HORSE INDUSTRY HONORS HARNESS DRIVER CAT MANZI
Harness Racing Hall of Famer Catello “Cat” Manzi,

center, was honored for being chosen 2005 harness driver
of the year at a special recognition dinner sponsored by
the New Jersey Standardbred Horse Industry Political
Action Committee April 24, at Freehold Raceway.
Among the presenters and speakers were, from left,
Freehold Race Secretary Peter Koch, New Jersey State
Assemblyman Joseph R. Malone III, NJSHIPAC lobbyist
Leon Zimmerman and Meadowlands Vice President of
Racing Operations Chris McErlean.

(photo by Chris Machiz, World Wide Racing Photos)





A new breeders incentive program, created by the
SBOA/NJ in 2003 to reward those who board broodmares
within the Garden State, will begin offering returns on
investments this year.

Because New Jersey’s broodmare population slowly
declined with the advent of interstate semen transport, the
SBOA/NJ sought to create an incentive for people to keep
mares in state.

This program, known as the “New Jersey Mare
Residency Awards,” also rewards those horsemen who have
invested heavily in land, buildings, equipment, breeding
stock and created jobs while helping to preserve farmland
and open space. Stallion owners who stand stallions in New
Jersey have generated funds for the program.

The bonus will pay the breeder an amount equal to 10
percent of the money earned by a mare’s offspring, in New
Jersey Sire Stakes Pari-Mutuel (NJSS) and Green Acres
(NJSSGA) competition. A breeder is defined as a person,
stable or farm that owns the mare at time of mating.

For a horse’s earnings to qualify for a residency award,
three conditions must be met.

First, a mare must board in New Jersey for 270 days during
the calendar year, in which the mare was bred. Secondly, the
mare must be bred to a registered New Jersey stallion making
the resulting foal eligible for nomination to the NJSS. And
finally, the mare must be registered with SBOA/NJ.

In 2003 farms throughout the state submitted a “Mare
Residency Report,” supplied by the SBOA/NJ, verifying
the dates mares boarded during the year and the stallions to
whom these mares were bred. The SBOA/NJ then
tabulated the qualified mares. In 2004 these first foals
arrived, and after nomination to the NJSS, these now two-
year olds are ready to reap benefits for their breeders. More
than 400 mares were nominated the initial year. The two
years olds, from those mares, will christen the program in
2006 and breeders can expect their 10 percent bonus at the
end of the year.

For example, if a horseman bred one of these two-year-
olds and the horse earns $100,000 in NJSS and NJSSGA
races, that breeder will receive a check for $10,000 at the
end of the year. There are no additional forms to fill out and
no nominating or sustaining fees for breeders to collect an
award. This award is based on NJSS and NJSSGA earnings
only and does not apply to other NJ-sired events such as the
Abbatiello Pacing Classic, D’Altrui Miss New Jersey Pace,
Lou Babic Pace, Charles I. Smith Trot, Harold R. Dancer
Trot or New Jersey Futurities.

The SBOA/NJ has devoted many hours verifying dates,
as many mares change locations during the course of the
year. The SBOA/NJ remains committed to the task to assure
every possible mare can be nominated. For future
consideration, horseman can request a Mare Residency
Report from the SBOA/NJ office.

Standardbred Breeders & Owners Association 
64 Business Rt. 33, Manalapan, New Jersey 07726
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