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NEW JERSEY CLASSIC WAS FUN FOR “FOLLY” 

 The Official Newsletter of the Standardbred Breeders & Owners Association of New Jersey Vol. 35, No. 4 

 Representing owners, breeders, drivers, trainers & caretakers 

LAST REMINDER: GOLF OUTING SLATED FOR JULY 12 
Time is running out to sign up for the annual mid-summer golf outing to benefit New Jersey horsemen on 

Monday, July 12, 2010. 

The Standardbred Breeders & Owners Association of New Jersey’s 15th annual event will once again take 
place at Gambler Ridge Golf Course on Burlington Path Road in Cream Ridge, NJ.  The money raised through 

the golf outing supports the SBOANJ’s Benevolent Fund. 

The cost is $135 per golfer which includes green fees, golf cart, buffet lunch, deluxe prime rib dinner and 
open bar, and drawings for prizes.  Dinner-only tickets for the 6 p.m. buffet are $50.  Registration begins at 
11:30 a.m., lunch from 11:45 to 12:45, followed by a shotgun start at 1 p.m.  Contact the SBOANJ at 732-

462-2357. 

BG's Folly held off All Speed Hanover by a nose to win the $500,000 Anthony Abbatiello New Jer-
sey Classic for New Jersey-sired three-year-old colt pacers in the sixth race on Saturday night, June 

12, 2010 at Meadowlands Racetrack.  

BG's Folly, sent off at odds of 8-1, was 
forced to come first up at the half, tow-
ing All Speed Hanover into perfect, 
second-over striking distance as they 
reached the top of the stretch. With 
the even-money favorite closing in, 
BG's Folly gamely dug in for a nose vic-
tory in 1:49.1, equaling the stakes re-
cord set by Feelin Friskie in 2006. 
Allthatgltrsisgold benefited from a 

third-over trip to finish third. 

"At the quarter pole, I didn't like my 
spot, but I started going forward," said 
winning driver Brian Sears. "That's 

where I landed, and I knew I was going to pull All Speed Hanover right into the head of the lane. It 

wasn't a pretty journey, but the horse raced great." 

The last time Sears won a New Jersey Classic was with 2005 with Rocknroll Hanover, the sire of 
BG’s Folly. All Speed Hanover and Allthatglitrsisgold are both sons of Cam’s Card Shark, who won 

the event in 1994. 

BG's Folly now has four wins and three seconds in 12 starts this season and surpassed $300,000 

in career earnings.  

Trainer George Berkner, best known for campaigning BG’s Bunny 34 years ago, purchased the son 
of Rocknroll Hanover-Art Amour for $21,000 as a yearling. Berkner's wife, Ginny, shares owner-
ship of BG's Folly with Martin Goldman of North Caldwell, NJ, Chad Aaron of Morganville, NJ and 

William Salmeri of Albany, NY. 

Brian Sears and BG’s Folly win NJ Classic on June 12.  [Photo by Lisa Photo] 
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Much is expected from the Hanson Report that 

Governor Chris Christie will receive which in-

cludes recommendations on the racing, casino 

and entertainment industries in New Jersey. 

Originally due by the first of July, the Hanson 

Report is now scheduled for released on the 

first of August. 

We all know what we want the report to recom-

mend – alternate gaming at the racetracks.  

But we also need to be prepared for other op-

tions as well.  Toward that end, we will be 

meeting with New Jersey Sports & Exposition 

Authority as well as the Freehold manage-

ments to discuss the length of meets and ways 

to support purse money.   

Given the success, thus far, of the experimen-

tal Monmouth Park meet this year, there will 

likely be discussions to race fewer dates in 

partnership with increased purses.  Should we 

move in that direction, it will be on a trial ba-

sis.  We do not plan to relinquish dates but per-

haps suspend them should we pursue that op-

tion. 

Ultimately, our goal is to keep racing dates at a 

maximum sustainable level as well as support 

the New Jersey breeding program. 

We recently met with State Senate President 

Stephen Sweeney, and he seemed to appreci-

ate the importance of our mare residency pro-

gram and the need to improve upon it.  We will 

turn to him for help in gaining support for the 

breeding farms as we attempt to retain and 

lure additional stallions to New Jersey. 

Exchange wagering, which could expand the 

betting menu and provide another source of 

revenue for racing, is in the state’s legislature, 

passing the Assembly unanimously on June 28 

and moving to the Senate’s Wagering, Tour-

ism, and Historic Preservation Committee for 

consideration. 

The legislation would grant a license to the 

state-owned New Jersey Sports & Exposition 

Authority to conduct exchange wagering, a 

type of betting pioneered in the United King-

dom by Betfair.  

Our battle on your behalf continues, and we 

appreciate your support.  Standardbred racing 

is a key component in the health of New Jer-

sey’s sports, entertainment, gaming and agri-

cultural future.   
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IT’S ALL “SHOW” IN THE MISS NEW JERSEY 

TrotPAC Still Needs Your Help 
The future of racing in New Jersey is going to depend on the future of gaming at our racetracks.  With-
out the addition of income from slots, sports betting and other forms of gaming, New Jersey’s preemi-

nence in the world of harness racing is in jeopardy. 

But it will take funding to tell our story and make our case both directly to legislators and through the 
mass media.  Without your financial support, we cannot succeed.  This is a critical time to INVEST in 
racing’s future in New Jersey through your support of TrotPAC, the New Jersey standardbred horse in-

dustry’s political action committee.  For more information visit www.TrotPAC.com. 

Send checks for TrotPAC  to: 64 Business Route 33, Manalapan NJ 07726.   

Election laws require occupation & employer info.  Maximum per person donation to a PAC is $7,200.  

Visit www.trotpac.com for more information. 

Put On A Show delivered a stakes record performance in 
the SBOANJ-sponsored $175,000 Thomas D'Altrui Miss 
New Jersey for fillies, carded as the third race on June 
12, 2010.  

Driven by Tim Tetrick, Put On A Show [by Rocknroll 
Hanover] tracked down the leader Naughtytiltheend [by 
Western Ideal] in the stretch and drew off to two and 
three-quarter length victory in 1:50.  She supplanted 
Galleria's 1998 Miss New Jersey clocking by one-fifth of 
a second. 

The Chris Ryder trainee is the half-sister to the 2009 
Miss New Jersey winner, Showherthemoney. 

"I thought we had a great shot in the race," Tetrick said. 
"Her last start was not the way I usually like to race her 
[difficult to steer, she held on by a nose to win]. Chris did 
a great job putting some different rigging on her, and 
she drove like a Cadillac tonight. She let me do what I 
wanted and not what she wanted to do tonight. She's 
very classy. As long as you save her in the first half [of 
the mile], she'll give you a really good back half like she 
did today." 

Though she won the $200,000 New Jersey Sire Stakes 
Championship in her prior start, trainer Chris Ryder ad-
justed Put On A Show equipment before the Miss New 
Jersey Final. 

"I was going to say it was a minor equipment change, 

but it was more than significant as it turns out," Ryder 
noted. "I just changed the driving bit [to a mini bit] to get 
her under control a little bit and it worked out. I could 
see what was going on watching [her last race], and 
she's never been like that before. I was fairly confident it 
wasn't a tough thing to rectify." 

Ashley Shaffer of Millstone, the reigning Miss New Jer-
sey, presented the stake’s trophy. 

Put On A Show improved her career bankroll to 
$938,208.  She has been first or second in 12 starts.  

Thomas D’Altrui Miss New Jersey 
winner Put On A Show [above 
with driver Tim Tetrick] matched 
the accomplishment of her half 
sister Showherthemoney, the 
2009 winner.  In the winner’s 
circle, the presentation was 
made by SBOANJers on the far 
right Ed Razzetti, Donna 
Noonan, Leo McNamara and, 
fifth from the right, Anthony 
Romano, standing besides Ni-
cola Abrams Ryder, wife of 
trainer Chris Ryder [standing by 

himself beside the horse]. 
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NEWS FROM MEADOWLANDS 

NEW JERSEYANS FAVOR SLOTS AT RACETRACKS 

FALL DATES: Meadowlands Racetrack will host harness racing on weekends beginning Saturday, October 23, 
2010.  Post time will be 7 p.m. Friday and Saturday evenings through December 18.  There will be no live racing 

December 19 through 31.   

JULY 9 POST TIME CHANGE: Post time for the Friday, July 9 card at Meadowlands Racetrack has been changed to 

1:10 p.m. due to the Bon Jovi concert at New Meadowlands Stadium that evening.   

HAMBLETONIAN: Harness racing’s richest day, Hambletonian Day at the Meadowlands, will begin at 11:35 a.m. on 

Saturday, August 7.  The $1.5 million Hambletonian and $700,000 Oaks will air live on NBC from 3 – 4 pm. 

METRO 6 SHOOTER: The most exciting new wager in harness racing, the $30,000 added Metro 6 Shooter, now 

has a website designed to help horseplayers www.metro6shooter.com.   

The addition of slot machines to the Meadowlands and other existing racetracks in the state is favored by New Jersey-

ans, according to a recent poll by Farleigh Dickinson University’s PublicMind. 

Voters support the proposal to expand slots to the Meadowlands by 52 to 37 percent, and among those who consider 
themselves Independent voters, the rate of support is nearly 2-1 [58-33].  Independent voters have determined many 
elections locally and nationally.  Among those with party affiliations, Democrats favor slots at the Meadowlands 5-to-4 

[51-38] while Republicans are split [46-46]. 

“The FDU poll makes it abundantly clear that the majority of the citizens in New Jersey sup-
port the addition of slot machines at the Meadowlands,” said Tom Luchento, president of 
the Standardbred Breeders & Owners Association of New Jersey [SBOANJ].  “If New Jersey’s 
leadership wishes to respect the opinion of the public, this is a clear endorsement of racinos 

– slots at racetracks. 

“The public understands that this isn’t an expansion of gambling but an addition of alternate 
gaming at existing racetracks,” Luchento noted.  “Slots at the racetracks will not only help 
our breeding and racing industry but also infuse much needed revenue into the state’s econ-

omy as well as directly into the state’s treasury.” 

More voters think that slots would “provide tax revenues, create new jobs and preserve open 
space” [50 percent] than “expand gambling too much, hurt business and tax revenues in Atlantic City” [33 percent], 

according to the survey which was conducted in May 2010.   

The poll also found most voters [94 percent] say the preservation of New Jersey farmland is “very important” or 
“somewhat important.”  This finding is unchanged [94 percent] from a 2008 FDU poll.  The horse racing and breeding 

industry plays a significant role in farmland preservation.   

“New Jersey citizens have repeatedly supported Open Space and Farmland preser-
vation ballot issues,” Luchento said.  “Millions of taxpayer dollars have been spent 
to retain the beauty and agricultural tradition of the Garden State.  If we lose horse 
racing in this state, we have the potential of losing 176,000 acres of equine-
related farmland or alternatively spending hundreds of millions in public funds to 

preserve these farms.” 

The support for slot or video lottery terminals [VLTs] at tracks is not limited to the 

Meadowlands. 

The voters say by 51 percent to 39 percent they would favor permitting slots at 

other Garden State racetracks, such as Monmouth Park and Freehold Raceway. 

The voters were not influenced by a recent proposal to pay New Jersey $600,000 
to bring slots to the Meadowlands.  Most – 84 percent – had heard little or nothing 

about the plan. 

Voters did differ in their opinions by age.  Those 18 to 44 favor expansion by a 2-to-1 margin; those 45-64 favor it as 

well (51-37).   

Fifty-three percent of younger voters – those 18 to 44 – are more favorable to expanding full casino gambling, includ-

ing table games. 

The Farleigh Dickinson University poll of 801 registered voters statewide was conducted by telephone from May 8, 
2010, through May 18, 2101, and has a margin of error of +/- 3.5 percentage points.  It was issued on June 14, 2010.  

For further information, visit publicmind.fdu.edu.  The study was underwritten by TrotPAC. 

93% OF READERSHIP 

SUPPORTS SLOTS 

It wasn’t a scientific poll but 
when the Star-Ledger asked 
its online readers if New Jer-
sey should permit slot ma-
chines at racetracks, 737 out 
of 791 voters — 93 percent — 

voted “yes.” 

http://www.metro6shooter.com.%20/
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JULY/AUGUST 2010 SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS 

July 13 Board of Directors Meeting No August Board Meeting 

July 27 Insurance Meeting August 31 Insurance Meeting 

NEW JERSEY SIRE STAKES FINALS FOR THREE-YEAR-OLDS 

SBOANJ AWARDS TWO SCHOLARSHIPS 

 

Kristen Coyne and Kelly Finnigan have been 
named 2010-2011 scholarship winners by the 
Standardbred Breeders & Owners Association 

of New Jersey. 

Coyne, who also was a recipient in 2009, will 
receive $5,000 while Finnigan, whose brother, 
Gary Jr., was a previous winner, was awarded 

$2,500. 

Coyne, the daughter of trainer Ronald and Re-
gina Coyne of New Egypt, NJ, is attending 
Rowan University – Class of 2013 -- studying 
history and education, with a concentration in 

special education.    

Finnigan, daughter of trainer Gary and Mary 

Finnigan of Wall, NJ, is a Dean’s List graduate 

from Brookdale Community College in Lincroft. 

She will be continuing her studies next year at 
the University of Central Florida.  She plans to 
study molecular biology with hopes of pursuing 

a career in research or medicine. 

The SBOANJ Scholarship Committee evaluated 
applications based on academic standing, 
community service, financial need as well as 

eligibility.  

The scholarship winners will be presented their 
checks in the winner’s circle at the Meadow-

lands this summer. 

The $200,000 New Jersey Sire Stakes Finals for three-year-olds crowned 2010 champions at the Meadowlands.  The trotting 
winners on June 12 were Glide Power, a daughter of Yankee Glide, with Brian Sears in 1:54.2 [above left] and Muscle Massive, 
a son of Muscles Yankee, with Ron Pierce in 1:54 [above right].  The pacers met on May 29 with Put On A Show by Rocknroll 
Hanover winning the filly event in 1:50.1 with Tim Tetrick driving [bottom left] and Rock N Roll Heaven, with Daniel Dube in the 

sulky, taking the colts event in 1:48.3 [bottom right].  [Photos by Lisa Photo Inc.] 
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There are many ways to put oneself through school but 
the secret to the success of Alfred B. Ochsner Jr. was, 
of all things, pheasants. 

The SBOANJ director not only raised and sold pheas-
ants to pay for his tuition at Utah State but also used 
his entrepreneurial experience with the game birds as 
the subject of a school marketing project that earned 
him high grades and an invitation to pursue graduate 
studies. 

“I had transferred from the agriculture to the business 
school and needed to come up with a project for a mar-
keting class,” Ochsner recalled.  “I suggested to my 
group that we do one on how pheasants could be 
raised and marketed in Utah with the possibility of con-
sidering them for the airlines as first class meals.   We 
wound up all getting A’s.   And we put together a big 
pheasant dinner for the university president, working 
with the head chef at the Hotel Utah. 

“The university offered me a fellowship to stay there 
and design a marketing plan for raising and promoting 
the use of pheasants in Utah and other states,” noted 
Ochsner who grew up in rural Deans, a section of South 
Brunswick, NJ. 

It was in Deans, where one uncle owned the service 
garage at one end of Deans Lane and another uncle 
operated the gas station on the other end, that 
Ochsner was introduced to agriculture and raising 
pheasants.  It was also through a friend from nearby 
Dayton, another village in South Brunswick, that he 
developed his involvement in horse racing. 

“Bob Latzo and I worked together cutting the town’s 
grass,” Ochsner said.  “We’d make detours to watch 
some races at Freehold.  Eventually, he and I bought a 
few horses together.” 

Latzo would end up working in racing as an official for 
many years. 

“He worked under presiding judge Milt Taylor at Liberty 
Bell and took over for Milt,” Ochsner explained.  “Then 
he worked in California for many years before retiring 
to Arizona.” 

In 1965, Ochsner talked himself into an entry level 
marketing job with Schrader Research & Rating Ser-
vice in Cranbury, NJ.  He never left and is currently the 
company’s CEO & owner.  Schrader’s client list has in-
cluded Johnson & Johnson, 3M, Smart Balance, Col-
gate Palmolive, Church and Dwight, Kay and Jared Jew-
elers, Coca Cola, and others. 

From casual horse ownership to breeding, Ochsner’s 
involvement in racing grew over the years with numer-
ous top stakes horses in the care of the late, great Billy 
Haughton. 

“Golden Greek ($721,000) held the free legged pacing 
record of 1:52.1 for many years, Keystone Harem 
($432,000) shared the two-heat world trotting record 
with Mack Lobell when she trotted 1:53.4 twice and he 
also raced Town Council. 

“Town Council campaigned at the same time as Nihila-

tor and Pershing Square,” Ochsner noted.  “He couldn’t 
beat them, but still made nearly $400,000.” 

It was Precious Bunny, a horse he sold, that helped to 
secure Breeder of the Year honors for Ochsner in 1991. 

“In 1984 and 1985 I raced two mares Bunny’s Wish 
($288,962) and H. H. Frosted ($150,000) in the New 
Jersey Sire Stakes program,” he recalled.  “I really had 
a soft spot in my heart for Bunny’s Wish, especially 
after she won the Molly Pitcher at Freehold.  We de-
cided to breed her to a good stallion and choose Cam 
Fella, producing Precious Bunny.  We raised and devel-
oped him as a two year old – Ben Stafford was his 
trainer and Jody Stafford was his driver -- and sold him 

to Peter Heffering along with 
another filly we bred and 
raised, Sunbelle Delight 
($250,000).” 

Precious Bunny, the Mead-
owlands Pace and Little 
Brown Jug winner, was voted 
Horse of the Year in 1991 
and retired after two seasons 
with 21 wins, finishing in-the-
money in 30 of 39 career 
starts for earnings of 
$2,281,142.  The progeny of 
Precious Bunny, including 
$2.8 million earner Bunny 
Lake, have banked more 
than $49 million. 

In 1980, Ochsner built a 
small horse farm in Monroe 
Township where he and his 
wife of 43 years, Holly, still 
reside.  They are the parents 
of three adult children: land 
developer Todd, veterinarian 
Michael and special educa-
tion teacher Heather. 

Michael, who works for Dey 
Equine Veterinarians in 
Allentown, and his wife, 
Nichol, made Al and Holly 
grandparents for the first 

time four months ago with the arrival of Isabella Elise. 

Ochsner’s involvement with the SBOANJ board of direc-
tors started six years ago with a desire to help and pro-
mote the industry. 

“I felt I could help, and this is a good group,” he said.     
“We need a new model for racing now.  Racing has 
changed dramatically over the past 15-20 years and 
what was successful then no longer applies.  The com-
petition in the tri-state area from racinos and casinos 
has caused major problems for both the racing and 
casino business in New Jersey.  We are not on a level 
playing field with other surrounding states.  Yes, we 
need VLT’s at the racetracks, but that is only the first 
step in developing a long term plan that can work in 
the 21st century and beyond.” 

SBOANJ DIRECTORS SPOTLIGHT: ALFRED B. OCHSNER JR. 

Al Ochsner at the 2009 

SBOANJ golf outing 



 

PACESETTER     SBOANJ.COM 7 July/August 2010 



JULY/AUGUST 2010 PACESETTER 

Miss New Jersey Ashley Shaffer meets the 2010 Thomas 
D’Altrui Miss New Jersey winner, Put On A Show, on June 
12 at the Meadowlands.   

The happy connections of 2010 New Jersey Classic winner 
BG’s Folly receive the trophy from the stake’s namesake  
Anthony Abbatiello [second from right]. Owners Ginny 
Berkner, Martin Goldman Bill Salmeri, driver Brian Sears 
are on the left with winning trainer George Berkner on the 
far right.  [Photos by Lisa Photo Inc.] 


