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PRESIDENT CLINTON VISITS THE MEADOWLANDS 
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HORSEMEN HELP KEEP THE HAMBLETONIAN ON TV 

 

The 2012 Hambletonian will air on television with support from 
the Standardbred Breeders & Owners Association of New Jersey 

and other members of the racing community. 

This year it will air on CBS Sports Network on Saturday, August 4, 

from 3:30 to 5 p.m. [EDT]. 

The Hambletonian has enjoyed a 37-year run on national televi-
sion and remains the only harness race to be broadcast across 

North America. 

“We were glad that we were able to join with other industry lead-
ers and contribute to the project so that the historic Hambletonian 
can be viewed by the national television audience,” said SBOANJ 

President Tom Luchento. 

In addition to the SBOANJ, the participating sponsors of the broad-
cast include Allerage Farms, Bluestone Farms, Brittany Farms, 
Fashion Farms, Perretti Farms, Winning Key Farms, the New Jer-
sey Tourism Board, the Atlantic City Alliance, the United States 

Trotting Association, the Harness Racing Museum and Hall of Fame, Tioga Downs and Vernon Downs. 

Unlike some televised sporting events, the Hambletonian is an event that requires the Hambletonian Soci-

ety and the Meadowlands to buy the time and pay for the production. 

“Live television is key in positioning and branding any event in a 
crowded sports universe." said Tom Charters, president of the 
Hambletonian Society, which owns and administers the race.  
“We are proud of the Hambletonian broadcast record and appre-
ciate the commitment of the New Meadowlands Racetrack LLC 
and the many important industry sponsors in making the ex-

panded coverage possible.”   

An NBC production for the past five years, the traditional date for the Hambletonian of the first Saturday in 

August conflicted with NBC’s production schedule for the Summer Olympics.   

The Hambletonian was broadcast live on CBS from 1993-2006.  CBS Sports Network [formerly known as 
CBS College Sports Network] is the 24-hour sports cable network of CBS Sports and is available to 99 mil-

lion homes nationwide and currently has 45 million subscribers. 

 

2011 Hambletonian winner Broad Bahn 

Former President Bill Clinton was interviewed by track an-

nouncer Sam McKee at the Meadowlands on June 1, 2012, 

discussing his interest in racing and his pick for the next 

day’s Belmont Stakes. 

Clinton, a friend of track operator Jeff Gural, was the special 

guest at a dinner held in the Pegasus Restaurant at the 

Meadowlands Racetrack to support the re-election of United 

States Senator Robert Menendez. 
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As we enter the steamy summer days of July 
and August, things are heating up in the world 

of Off Track Wagering in New Jersey. 

Winners Bayonne, located at 400 Route 440 
North, is scheduled to open in mid-July.  The 
25,000 square-foot building includes a sports 
bar and restaurant, McLoone’s Bayonne Grille.  
If you are lucky enough to have a colt in the 
Meadowlands Pace, you will likely enjoy a pre-
view of the Bayonne facility which will host the 

press luncheon and draw.   

We urge you to support the new OTW which 
will offer a convenient and comfortable option 
for racing fans in Hudson County and surround-
ing communities.  Check winnersbayonne.com 

for updated information. 

Bayonne should kick off a number of additions 
to the OTW circuit in New Jersey that currently 
includes Woodbridge, Toms River and Vine-

land. 

We seem to be heading down the right path, 
forging joint ventures with the New Meadow-
lands Racetrack LLC and the Thoroughbred 
Horsemen’s Association to build out the poten-

tial North Jersey locations.   

We do take exception to the New Jersey Rac-
ing Commission’s decision to give Freehold 

and Atlantic City more time to construct loca-

tions in South Jersey.  

Atlantic City has one unused license and Free-
hold has three of its four licenses remaining.  
They are missing golden opportunities to con-
struct OTWs in the more populous areas in 

South Jersey, such as Cherry Hill.   

Legislation requires that those licenses be-
come available to the horsemen if they go un-
used.  We believe the Atlantic City and Free-
hold ownerships have no intention of building.  
We intend to put significant pressure on them 

to build or turn over the OTW licenses to us. 

We continue to work on your behalf, day in and 
day out.  We watch and learn from the chal-
lenges that have endangered the programs in 

neighboring states and Ontario.   

We believe that slots will be here in the next 
few years.  And we have faith that we will get 

our fair share. 

Hope we see many of you at the golf outing on 
July 9 that helps to fund our benevolence pro-

gram.   

Wishing you all the best with your horses as we 

enter the lucrative stakes season.  

 



 

PACESETTER     SBOANJ.COM 3 July/August 2012 

New Jersey was well-represented in ceremonies on Sunday, July 1, 2012 in Goshen, NY, when trainer 
Jimmy Takter was inducted into harness racing’s Hall of Fame and Director of Operations and Publicity 

for the Hambletonian Society Moira Fanning entered the Communicators’ Corner. 

Takter, based at Millenium Farm in East Winsor, NJ, is a three-time Trainer of the Year whose stable has 

produced 13 horses who have accounted for 28 divisional titles. 

“It’s hard work, but it’s not just me,” Takter said.  “It’s my family, the 
horses, my owners; a lot of other people have played a big part in this 
success.  It’s a great thing [induction into the Hall of Fame].  It’s 
something I’m very proud of and I’m honored to be joining a group of 
people that accomplished a lot.  It’s something you dream about, to 
be classified in the same group of the people who are there already.  

I’m very honored by it.” 

Swedish-born Takter who moved to the United States with his wife, 
Christina, when he was 22 and became a United States citizen in 
2000, rose to prominence in 1997 when Malabar Man won the Ham-

bletonian and was named Horse of the Year. 

The Takter-trained trotting mare Moni Maker was honored as Horse 
of the Year in both 1998 and 1999, retiring as the all-time leader in 

purse earnings with $5.58 million.  

Kadabra, who was Trotter of the Year in 2002, was another Takter 

success story along with See You At Peelers, Pampered Princess and Passionate Glide.  

In 2010, Muscle Massive provided Takter with his second Ham-
bletonian victory.  His stable also has also collected 12 Breed-
ers Crown trophies, leading all trainers with more than $6 mil-

lion in Crown earnings. 

The promotion of both the Hambletonian and Breeders Crown 
are the product of the tireless Fanning, who enters the Commu-

nicators’ Corner with New Englander Jean Emerson,  

“I really only have three interests in my life - well five if you 
count eating and drinking,” Fanning mused.  “There’s horse rac-
ing, there’s the US Harness Writers, the group responsible for 
honoring the champion horses and humans each year as well 
as voting who goes into the hallowed Hall, and there’s my fam-

ily.” 

Fanning, who shares her home in Jackson, NJ with her hus-
band, trainer Tom Fanning, and two daughters, Veronica and 
Caroline, went from grooming horses in the 1970s to racing 
management positions at Brandywine and Garden State Park 
before she landed at the Hambletonian Society in April of 

1987.  

“People use words like ‘love’ and ‘passion’ for horses, but I al-
ways only had nothing but respect for them and never forgot for 
an instant that without horses and the people who bet on them, very little of our world here would ex-

ist,” Fanning added. 

The past president of the United States Harness Writers Association nationally and longtime president 
of the New Jersey chapter, Fanning has been saluted as USHWAN of the Year twice and received its 

Golden Pen Award as well as Harness Tracks of America’s Distinguished Service Award in 2009. 

Photos courtesy of Mark Hall, United States Trotting Association  

TAKTER & FANNING INDUCTED IN GOSHEN CEREMONIES 

 Jimmy Takter 

Moira Fanning 
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FORD POSTS 3,000TH 

CAREER VICTORY 

NJ & PA TRACKS COOPERATE 

BAYONNE OTW TO OPEN IN MID-JULY 

Meadowlands Racetrack, Mohegan Sun at Pocono Downs and 
Harrah’s Philadelphia have reached an agreement to alternate 
the dates of their open races in order to spur fuller fields and 

wagering on the upper echelon of horses. 

Utilizing the existing stakes calendar for openings, the three 
facilities have come up with a schedule of dates for each track 
to host an open race for a purse of $50,000 for the best horses 

in the region.   

“We are pleased to announce that as of a result of a suggestion 
that was emailed to me, and thanks to the cooperation of the 
Pennsylvania horsemen, Ron Battoni and Sam Beegle in par-
ticular, we have reached an agreement with the race offices at 
both Philadelphia and Pocono to alternate the dates of our free 
for all races,” said New Meadowlands Racetrack LLC Chairman 

Jeff Gural. 

“We believe that putting these races on the schedule in ad-
vance will allow trainers of those top horses to plan accord-
ingly,” Gural continued.   “Equally important, it will enable our 
customers to have more competitive open races with full fields, 
which we think will make them more attractive as far as wager-

ing goes.  

“We want to thank Rick Kane, the race secretary at Pocono, 
and Joe Auger, the race secretary at Philadelphia, for working 
with us on this effort.  We hope that it will be the beginning of 
our being able to work together in the future for the benefit of 

the horsemen and our customers.” 

The schedule for the $50,000 open events: 

Open Pace 

July 7 Pocono 

July 14 Meadowlands 

July 22 Philadelphia 

Open Mare Pace 

July 17 Pocono 

Aug 10 Meadowlands 

Aug 31 Philadelphia 

Open Trot 

July 8 Pocono 

July 27 Meadowlands 

Aug 10 Philadelphia 

New Meadowlands Racetrack LLC’s [NMRLLC] first off-track wagering facility, Winners Bayonne, is slated to 

open in mid-July.  

The 25,000 square-foot venue boasts two large simulcast viewing areas, a VIP room and an energetic, 38-

seat sports bar and restaurant operated by McLoone’s.    

McLoone’s Bayonne Grille will offer many of the chain’s signature dishes, as well as custom menu items, in 
a design that emphasizes race and sports-

viewing capabilities.  

SOSH Architects of Atlantic City, NJ were the 

designers.  

Details about the grand opening will be 

posted online at WinnersBayonne.com. 

 

 

 

Standardbred Breeders & Owners Asso-
ciation of New Jersey Director Mark Ford 
reached a career milestone on Saturday, 
June 16, 2012 as he became the third 
youngest trainer to 
post 3,000 career 

victories. 

Ford reached the 
milestone in the 
fourth race at Sara-
toga Casino and 
Raceway when My 
Gal Mykenna scored 
in a time of 1:56.1 in 
a $5,500 condi-

tioned pace. 

According to USTA records for trainers, 
which date back to 1991, Virgil Morgan, 
Jr. was the youngest trainer to hit the 
3,000 plateau, accomplishing that feat 
ON January 31, 2005 at the age of 39 
years, two months. Bob Belcher, at the 
age of 40 years, four months, won his 

3,000th race on August 23, 2006. 

Ford was 41 years, eight months when 

he reached this milestone. 

Ford, on August 7, 2010, became the 
first trainer to ever hit $40 million in ca-
reer earnings before the age of 40.  Ford 
was the sixth trainer at the time to pass 

the $40 million career mark.  

Mark Ford 

Winners Bayonne nears completion   [Photo Courtesy of NMRLLC] 
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JULY/AUGUST 2012 SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS 

July 9 Golf Outing at Gambler Ridge August 13 Board Meeting 

July 31 Insurance Meeting August 28 Insurance  Meeting 

3YO NEW JERSEY SIRE STAKES CHAMPIONS CROWNED 

Four $150,000 New Jersey Sire Stakes for three-year-olds 

crowned champions on June 2, 2012, at the Meadowlands. 
 

Personal Style, a daughter of Yankee Glide, caught 8-5 favorite 

Riverfest [Windsong’s Legacy] in the stretch and drew off for a two 

and a quarter-length tally in the third race for trotting fillies. 

Personal Style, with David Miller driving, trotted a personal best of 

1:53.4. Riverfest was second, and it was three lengths back to 

Sassy Syrinx [Yankee Glide] in third.  The Nifty Norman trained 

Per-

sonal Style is owned by the partnership of Brittany Farms of Versailles, 

KY and Melvin Hartman of Ottawa, Ontario. 

*** 

Little Brown Fox by Muscles Yankee was a length and a half winner, put-

ting away the 3-2 favorite, Market Share by Revenue, to claim the trot-

ting colts division, the fourth race, in 1:53.3. Little Brown Fox, driven by 

Ron Pierce, trotted a final panel in 27.3 to move past Market Share, who 

finished two and three-quarter lengths back in third. Guccio, a son of 

Yankee Glide, closed to pick up second money. The top two finishers 

were both trained by Jimmy Takter.  The bay colt races in the name of 

Christina Takter of East Windsor, NJ; brothers John and Jim Field-

ing of Toronto, Ontario and Brittany Farms of Versailles, KY, which 

bought a share last July. 

*** 

Sarandon Blue Chip, unraced at two, posted a three-length victory 

in the division for pacing fillies, the fifth race. Sarandon Blue 

Chip, a daughter of Western Ideal – Molly Can Do It, paced the 

mile in 1:50 flat, rebuffing 3-5 favorite Pirouette Hanover, also a 

daughter of Western Ideal. It was three and a half lengths to 

Rockaround Sue by Rocknroll Hanover, in third.  David Miller drove 

the winner. Sarandon Blue Chip races for her trainer, Casie Coleman 

Stables of Cambridge, Ontario, and Tom Hill of Lancashire, United 

Kingdom.  

*** 

It took a photo finish to award a nose victory in the pacing colts 

event to Time To Roll over 3-5 A Rocknroll Dance. It was a neck back 

to Simply Business in third. All three are sons of Rocknroll Hanover.  

Time To Roll, driven by Andy Miller and trained by Jimmy Takter, 

races in the name of his breeder Lothlorien of Cheltenham, Ontario. 
 

 

Photos courtesy of Lisa Photo Inc. 

PERSONAL STYLE 

LITTLE BROWN FOX 

SARANDON BLUE CHIP 

TIME TO ROLL [#1] 
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VEE FANNING TO RECEIVE DEWEY DEGREE SCHOLARSHIP 

LAST CALL FOR JULY 9 GOLF OUTING 

It is last call for the Standardbred Breeders & Owners Association of New Jersey’s annual golf outing at 

Gambler Ridge Golf Course in Cream Ridge, NJ on Monday, July 9, 2012.   

The cost is $180 per person, which includes greens fee, lunch, dinner with open bar, beverages on the 

course, awards and prizes. 

The money raised through the golf tournament supports the New Jersey Standardbred Horsemen’s Benevo-

lent Fund. 

Registration begins at 11:30 a.m. with lunch to follow before the 1 p.m. shotgun start.  Dinner is from 6 to 

8 p.m.  The fee for dinner only is $75.   

CLASSIC & MISS NEW JERSEY SHARE HAMBLETONIAN DAY CARD 
The winners of the Anthony Abbatiello New Jersey Classic and the Thomas D’Altrui Miss New Jersey for three-year

-old New Jersey-sired pacers usually have had their day in the sun by the time July rolls around. 

That is not the case in 2012.  Both events have been moved on the Meadowlands schedule to racing’s champi-

onship day – Hambletonian Day – on Saturday, August 4. 

The eliminations for both SBOANJ-sponsored stakes --  the $275,000 estimated Classic 
for colts and the $125,000 estimated Miss New Jersey for fillies -- will be held on Satur-

day, July 28. 

The recently crowned Miss New Jersey, Lindsey Petrosh of Egg Harbor City, will follow in 

the footsteps of her predecessors and present the trophy to the Miss New Jersey winner. 

Additional SBOANJ-sponsors stakes are coming up at Freehold Raceway which opens on 
Thursday, August 30.  Two-year-old trotters face off in the $58,000 Marion Dancer on 
September 6 and the $60,000 Harold Dancer on September 20 while three-year-old trot-
ters have the $70,000 Helen Smith for 
fillies on September 7 and $80,000 

Charles Smith on September 14.  Purses for finals are all esti-

mates. 

The New Jersey Futurity divisions are carded for September 14 
[two-year-old colt pace], October 5 [three-year-old open trot], 
October 12 [two-year-old colt trot] and October 13 [three-year-

old open pace].   

The New Jersey Sire Stakes’ Green Acres Series kicks off on 

August 31 and continues through October 26, 2012. 

Freehold’s fall/winter meet features live racing on Thursdays, 
Fridays and Saturdays [plus Labor Day/ dark on Thanksgiving] 

from August 30 to December 22.  First post is 12:30 p.m. 

Veronica Fanning of Jackson, NJ 
was one of two students selected 
for a 2012 Dewey Degree Schol-
arship, named in honor of Ham-
bletonian winner Deweychea-

tumnhowe. 

The daughter of Moira and Tom 
Fanning is a graduate of Jackson 
Memorial High School and Ocean 
County College.  She will be at-
tending Rowan University in pur-

suit of a career in early childhood education. 

As a teacher, she plans to remain in the Garden 
State and hopes to educate her future students 
about the importance of horses, both in the roots 
and history of the state as well as their current eco-

nomic impact. 

Fanning and Julia Zenker of Port Jervis, NY will re-
ceive their checks in a trackside presentation at 

Tioga Downs on Sunday, August 26, 2012.  

The Dewey Degree Scholarship is funded by trainer-
driver Ray Schnittker and Jeff Gural, and is facili-
tated by the Upstate New York Chapter of the 

United States Harness Writers Association.  

Veronica Fanning 

Lindsey Petrosh 

BREAKING NEWS ...  

QUIGLEY IS FINALIST 

FOR HALL OF FAME 
 

Bob Quigley, the founding gen-

eral manager of the Meadow-

lands Racetrack, has been se-

lected for ballot consideration 

as a candidate for harness rac-

ing’s Living Hall of Fame, it was 

announced on July 2, 2012. 
Bob Quigley 
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JULY/AUGUST 2012 ISSUE OF THE PACESETTER 

 

In a quirk of nature, this all-white son 
of two bay pacers — Art’s Major and 
Coochie Mama —  was born on May 
6, 2012 at Mark Mullen’s Fair Winds 

Farm in Cream Ridge, NJ. 

This rare outcome, according to a 
geneticist at the Cornell Veterinary 
School, is likely a spontaneous KIT 

mutation. 

Owner Peter Congilose of Toms River, 
NJ, has invited name suggestions for 
the foal which can be sent via email 

to whitecolt@ustrotting.com. 

Photo at left, courtesy of Ken Wein-
gartner of Harness Racing Communi-
cations, is of the colt at age 16 days 

with his dam, Coochie Mama. 


