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SENATOR BECK VISITS SBOANJ EVENT
On Monday July 10, 2017 State Senator Jennifer Beck attended the Stan-
dardbred Breeders and Owners Association of New Jersey’s 22nd Annual 
Golf Outing at Gambler Ridge Golf Club in Cream Ridge, NJ. Senator 
Beck has been a long time supporter of the equine industry, and is aware 
of the racing industry’s dire need for an alternative source of revenue.  

The Senator spoke to the SBOANJ board of directors that were in atten-
dance as well as the many horsemen participating in the golf tournament.  
Dr. Patricia Hogan,  the 
sole operator of Hogan 
Equine Clinic located 
in Cream Ridge, New 
Jersey, expressed her 
concerns to the Sena-
tor.   Hogan’s state-of-
the-art equine medical 
facility plays a major 
role in the thorough-
bred and standardbred 
racing industries.  

Senator Beck took a minute to speak to all the golfers before they took 
to the course.  She reassured the horsemen that she is committed to 
helping the struggling New Jersey equine industry and to preserving open 
space.  She stated that she is for sports gambling and casino gaming in 
North New Jersey.  

Senator Jennifer Beck is campaigning to retain her seat in New Jersey’s 
11th Legislative District.

Photo from left to right: SBOANJ Director Mark Mullen, TrotPAC 
trustee Anthony Perretti, State Senator Jennifer Beck, 

VMD. Patricia M. Hogan, and Horse Trainer Ross Croghan



Dave Van Wart walked away from 
Gaitway Farm wearing a broad smile this 
morning, but that’s not unusual. Van Wart, 
who grew up near the training facility and 
still lives in the area, has owned harness 
racing horses for the past six years and 
spends as much time as possible watching 
them prep for the races at trainer Tom 
Fanning’s stable.

His smile was a little extra special Mon-
day after watching his 2-year-old female 
pacer Zuluwarriorhanover win one of 
the morning’s 10 qualifiers for freshmen 
at Gaitway. Zuluwarriorhanover, driven by 
Andy Miller, beat Step Beyond by a nose 
in 1:56.1 in her first qualifying try of the 
season despite a gusty headwind.

Van Wart wasn’t alone in having reason 
to smile. Trainer Ron Burke sent out six 
winning 2-year-olds, including colt pacer 
JK Wildfire, who won in 1:55.3 with driv-
er Yannick Gingras to set the day’s best 
time by a pacer. Trainer Julie Miller won 
two qualifiers, both with colt trotters, in-
cluding day’s best Met’s Hall in 1:57. Trond 
Smedshammer, who won with filly trotter 
Chaperess, rounded out the list of train-
ers with wins.

Zuluwarriorhanover is a daughter of 
Somebeachsomewhere out of the mare 
Zellweger Bluechip. She was purchased 
for $52,000 at the Standardbred Horse 
Sale and is a full sister to stakes winner 
Zane Hanover. 

Burke’s JK Wildfire (Somebeachsome-
where-Bittorsweet Terror) won in 1:55.3 
after finishing second in his first qualifier 
on June 5. He was purchased for $175,000 
at the Standardbred Horse Sale and is 
owned by 3 Brothers Stables. 

Other winners for Burke were filly pac-
ers Youaremycandygirl, Let’s Fall In Love 
and Belle’s Delight, colt pacer Go West 
Go Fast, and filly trotter D’Bomb. Bill 
Donovan owns Youaremycandygirl, Let’s 
Fall In Love, Belle’s Delight, and D’Bomb.

Youaremycandygirl, driven by Gingras, 
won her second qualifier of the month, 
this in 1:55.4 after going 1:58.4 on June 
5. Youaremycandygirl (American Ide-
al-Sweet Lady Jane) was purchased for 
$150,000 at the Standardbred Horse Sale. 
The filly’s second dam is Sweet Future, 
who is the mother of Pacer of the Year 
Sweet Lou (a former Burke Stable star) 
and multiple-stakes-winner Bettor Sweet.

Let’s Fall In Love (Rock N Roll Heav-
en-Time N Again) and Gingras won in 
1:56.3. She was purchased for $150,000 
at the Lexington Selected Sale and is a full 
sister to New York Sire Stakes champion 
Band Of Angels and a half-sister to mil-
lionaire Romantic Moment.

Go West Go Fast (Western Ideal-Female 
Champs) and driver Joe Bongiorno won 
in 1:56.4. He was purchased for $32,000 
at the Standardbred Horse Sale and is 
owned by Burke Racing Stable, Frank Bal-
dachino, Silva Purnel & Libby, and Weaver 
Bruscemi. He is a full brother to stakes 
winner Ideal Champ.

Belle’s Delight (Bettor’s Delight-Sana-
bellevalentine) won in 1:58.3 with driv-
er Matt Kakaley. She was purchased for 
$50,000 at the Lexington Selected Sale 
and her second dam is millionaire Sana-
belle Island.

D’Bomb (Explosive Matter-Machita) and 
Gingras won in 1:59.1. She was purchased 
for $65,000 at the Lexington Selected 
Sale and is a half-sister to stakes winner 
Blue Porsche.

“It was another good day,” Burke said. “It’s 
tough to get a read because of the head-
wind today. 

Met’s Hall (Cantab Hall-Met’s Inn) won in 
his first qualifier of the year. He was pur-
chased for $132,000 at the Standardbred 
Horse Sale and is owned by Stroy Inc. and 
the Andy Miller Racing Stable. His family 
includes 2009 Horse of the Year Muscle 
Hill.

Can’t Afford It also won in his first qual-
ifier, stopping the timer in 1:59. The son 
of Cantab Hall-Nothing But Moni was 
purchased for $120,000 at the Lexington 
Selected Sale and is owned by Stable Why 
Not. His second dam is two-time Horse 
of the Year Moni Maker and his family in-
cludes newly-minted Goodtimes Stakes 
champion International Moni.

Both horses were driven by Andy Miller.

“Met’s Hall has been a nice horse training 
down the whole time, a model of consis-
tency,” Julie Miller said. 

“Can’t Afford It trained down in the 
Netherlands, so he came to us a little late. 
Andy said he was super today. He’s a re-
ally nice colt.”

Chaperess (Chapter Seven-Wedding 
Dress) won in 1:59.1 for driver David 
Miller and owner Purple Haze Stable. The 
filly trotter was purchased for $55,000 at 
the Standardbred Horse Sale.

“It was her first time behind the gate and 
she was very good, very professional,” 
Smedshammer said. 

Story and Photos Ken Weingartner

SMILES AT GAITWAY QUALIFIERS

Zuluwarriorhanover and Andy Miller

David Miller with Chaperess

JK Wildfire driven by Yannick Gingras



On Monday July 10th, the Standardbred Breeders 
and Owners Association of New 
Jersey held its 22nd annual golf 
outing at Gambler Ridge Golf 
Course in Cream Ridge, NJ.  
Senator Jennifer Beck (right) 
stopped by the event to address 
the 85 golfers before the shot-
gun start.  Beck expressed her 
support for the equine industry.

The day began with friendly a putting contest, which 
proved to be a gimme for Mundy Stafford. Stafford 
drained his putt to take home the honors.   Once 
the golfers took to the course the competition heat-
ed up.  Ryan Napierala of the Meadowlands pured 

his shot at the 
closest to the 
pin hole and 
came out on 
top.

Francis Vaughn 
and Patty Ho-
gan smoked 
their competi-
tion on the lon-

gest drive hole.  Mr. Vaughn out 
drove the men; while Dr. Hogan, 
in the photo to the right, found 
the sweet spot on her driver to 
take home the longest drive for 
the women. 

The foursome that had the best 
stroke play of the day was made 
up of the lights out players Tyler Buter, Marianna Mo-
naco, Dale Gilmour and Tyler Gilmour.  These four, 

pictured in the photo below, gracious winners took 
their $400 prize and donated it back to the SBOANJ.

The most 
h o n e s t 
team of 
the day 
belonged 
to the NJ 
C o m m u -
nity Bank 
team of 
Scott Ferguson and Patrick Farrell pictured below.

Once the golfers finished play dinner was served and 
more prizes were awarded, Shannon Murphy donat-
ed $200 of his 50/50 winnings back to the association. 

Special thanks to all the charitable sponsors of the 
event.  Especially our Platinum Sponsors: Druck-
er, Math and Whitman PC, Katz-Pierz Inc. and the 
Meadowlands Racetrack.  Also, to Freehold Dodge 
for providing the Hole In One prize a 2017 Dodge 
Pickup Truck again this year.  All proceeds from the 
event benefited the Benevolent Fund and TrotPAC. 
The day was full of fun and generosity, and we hope 
to see everyone back again next year.



After a year of working 
diligently as the Interim 
Executive Administrator 
for the Standardbred Breed-
ers and Owners Association of 
New Jersey, Mr. Al Ochsner was 
officially hired on as Executive 
Administrator.  The board of di-

rectors voted to extend Mr. Ochsner’s position to 
full time last month at their monthly meeting.  Mr. 
Ochsner has been involved with the SBOANJ in 
some capacity since 2005.  Before being appoint-
ed to replace the late Leo McNamara, Al served 
as treasurer and first vice president of the asso-
ciation.  We wish Mr. Ochsner continued success 
with the well deserved title change to Executive 
Administrator.

Al Ochsner

CHAMPIONS
2 YEAR OLDS 3 YEAR OLDS

MISQUED
If I Can Dream Pacing Filly 

Trained by John Balzer

Owned by East End 

Standardbreds

HURRIKANE EMPRESS
Hurrikane Kingcole Pacing Filly 

Trained by John McDermott Jr.
Owned by Jonathan Klee Racing, 

Kuhen Racing LLC & Pegasis 
Investment Group

EVERY WAY OUT
If I Can Dream Pacing Colt

Trained by Dylan Davis
Owned by Howard Taylor, 

Abraham Basen, Edwin Gold & 
Thomas Lazzaro

MELANIE’S FRAN
Hypnotic Blue Chip Pacing Colt

Trained by Kevin McDermott

Owned by Francis Azur

ARIANA G
Muscle Hill Trotting Filly

Trained by Jimmy Takter

Owned by Marvin Katz & 

Al Libfeld

PRINCESS MARXXX
Wishing Stone Trotting Filly 

Trained by Justin Lebo

Owned by Steve Stewart

LONG TOM
Muscle Hill Trotting Colt 

Trained by Marcus Melander

Owned by AMG Stable Oy

U NEED STONES
Wishing Stone Trotting Colt

Trained by Ron Burke
Owned by Burke Racing Stable 

LLC, Weaver Bruscemi LLC, 
Lawrence Karr and Phillip Collura

ELECTION 
TIME

Any member interested in running for a seat on the board may 
do so in one of the three categories; breeder, owner, or driver/
trainer.  All candidates must notify the SBOANJ office in writing 
by August 24, 2017.

To be eligible for a specific category you must be a member of 
the SBOANJ in that category for at least two years.  Check the By 
Laws at sboanj.com for all detailed qualifications. 

All members will receive voting instructions, ballots and candidate 
biographies via mail in September.

The results will be announced at the annual board meeting on 
October 13, 2017 at Freehold Raceway.  Keep an eye out for 
more details at sboanj.com

FOR BOARD OF DIRECTORS



SBOANJ
ANNUAL MEETING

OCTOBER 13, 2017
AT FREEHOLD RACEWAY

AT 1:00PM

BUFFET LUNCH

AT 12:00PM

HHYF SUMMER 
PROGRAM

GAITWAY FARMS
Hands-On Harness Racing 

Youth Camp

JULY 29 - AUGUST 2
For more information contact 
Ellen Taylor at ellen@hhyf.org 

or visit hhyf.org

FREE 
MEDICAL CLINIC

FREE Clinic is located at 
Gaitway Farms.

The Clinic is available to all 
NJ Harness Horsemen

SEPTEMBER 25th
OCT 2nd, 16th, 30th
12:15PM - 4:00PM

On Sunday (June 25), the fourth annual Fair Winds 
open house brought a crowd of more than 300 
people to tour the clinic, see mares and foals up 
close, watch farrier Tom Mulryne at work, and see 
a demonstration of Standardbreds in new careers 
by the Standardbred Pleasure Horse Organization.

Trainer Stacey Chi-
odo brought retired 
racehorse Mighty 
Young Joe and the 
Harness Horse Youth 
Foundation’s mare 
Sweet Karen showed 

how the trottingbred ponies teach young people 
about their training and care.

The $1.3 million winner, Falls For You, and her gre-
garious three month old son by Trixton participat-
ed in the demonstrations to educate the crowd on 
the “crop” that Fair Winds produces.

A team of grey Percherons pulled a wagon full of 17 
different groups of visitors around the farm, with 
narration provided by a USTA staff member. There 
were also booths from the Standardbred Breed-
ers and Owners Association of New Jersey, Rutgers 
University, FFA, 4H and the Harness Horse Youth 
Foundation.

FAIR WINDS FARM OUTREACH PROGRAM



FOR THE LATEST SBOANJ NEWS “LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK!

NEW JERSEY GUBERNATORIAL CANDIDATE 
PHIL MURPHY SHOWS SUPPORT FOR EQUINE INDUSTRY

Phil Murphy sees a bright future for 
New Jersey’s equine industry and he 
is eager to play a role in it.
 
“I think our best days in the racing in-
dustry, whether it’s Standardbred or 
Thoroughbred, and the best days in 
the equine industry are ahead of us,” 
said Murphy, the Democratic candi-
date to succeed Gov. Chris Christie 
in November’s general election. “But 
we do need leadership that appreci-
ates that, that understands what you 
have to do to move that needle, and 
I’m honored to be raising my hand to 
do that.”
 
Murphy, a Monmouth 
County resident and for-
mer U.S. ambassador to 
Germany, is facing Republi-
can Kim Guadagno in New 
Jersey’s race for governor. 
Several polls show Murphy 
with a 20-point lead over 
Guadagno, who has served 
as lieutenant governor for 
two terms under Christie.
 
During a recent visit to the 
Meadowlands Racetrack, 
where Murphy presented 
the Meadowlands Pace trophy 
to the winning connections of Hunts-
ville, he reiterated previous support 

for the industry. He called the Mead-
owlands “a gem in our state” and dis-
cussed the need to support the push 

by New Jersey’s racing and breeding 
industries to regain a competitive bal-
ance with neighbor states that have 
racino-driven programs.
 
“It’s one of the principle reasons I 
supported North Jersey gaming that 
was on the ballot last year,” Murphy 
said, referring to an unsuccessful ref-
erendum to amend the state’s consti-
tution and expand gaming outside of 
Atlantic City. “I think that’s one very 
specific way we can push back on that.
 
“Frankly, whether it’s in the equine in-

dustry or more broadly in our econo-
my, I’m sick of losing out to our neigh-
bors. I’m sick of hearing that jobs 
went to Pennsylvania or New York, or 
that people moved to Pennsylvania or 
New York. New Jersey is one of the 
most compelling states in the nation. 
I think with the right leadership this 
industry, and more broadly the econ-
omy in the state, can come roaring 
back.”
 
Earlier this year, Murphy met with a 
large group of horsemen and horse-
women at a fundraiser sponsored by 
the Standardbred Breeders and Own-
ers Association of New Jersey and 
TrotPAC, the organization’s political 
action committee, hosted by Deo Vo-
lente Farms.

 

“There are a couple of industries in 
this state that we used to 
own,” Murphy said. “The 
equine industry is on the 
list. And it’s high on the list. 
And (what has happened) 
doesn’t make any sense.”
 
“You look at the thousands 
of jobs, the millions in 
economic benefit, and the 
open space benefits that 
are provided to a state that 
is the densest state in the 
nation. Recognizing the im-
portance of this industry 

t o the state, both historically 
and what it can be again, is 

not ex- actly hard to figure out.”
 
Following the Meadowlands Pace, 
Murphy was joined in the winner’s 
circle by a group that included SBOA 
President Mark Ford, Deo Volente 
Farms CEO and SBOA Treasurer Mike 
Gulotta, and Meadowlands Racetrack 
Chairman Jeff Gural.
 
“This is the 41st Meadowlands Pace, 
and Phil with your help there will be 
another hundred after this,” Gural 
said.
 
“I think the best days for this indus-
try are in front of us,” Murphy said. “I 
think the future is quite bright.”

Former NJ Governor Richard Codey, Gubernatorial 
Candidate Phil Murphy, SBOANJ President Mark 
Ford, and SBOANJ Board Member Mike Gulotta

Murphy with SBOANJ representatives Anthony Perretti, 
President Mark Ford, Al Ochsner and Mark Mullen

Phil Murphy with Assemblyman Ron Dancer 



VISIT TROTPAC.ORG FOR MORE INFORMATION

Dear Members

As November’s general election approaches, I’m happy 
to hear gubernatorial candidate Phil Murphy continue to 
voice his support for our industry. Mr. Murphy has taken 
the time to meet with us on multiple occasions and un-
derstands the issues we face in trying to strengthen our 
sport when it comes to both breeding and racing.
 
This underscores our efforts of the past 18 months to 
promote our industry and its needs, particularly when 
it comes to restoring a competitive balance with states 
that have racino-driven programs. Members of TrotPAC, 
our official political action committee, as well as numer-
ous SBOANJ officers and directors have spent countless 
hours traveling to dozens of political events and fund-
raisers to have our voice heard. We are not just handing 
off checks and walking away. We are working hard to 
educate our state representatives.
 
A recent Monmouth University poll related to the guber-
natorial race found that half of respondents said prop-
erty taxes were their biggest concern, followed by pub-
lic education (15 percent), jobs (13 percent) and health 
insurance (11 percent). The fact the racing industry, and 
equine industry as a whole, protects open space, pro-
vides jobs, and generates millions of dollars in revenue 
to the state cannot be ignored.
 
We will continue to repeat this message to New Jer-
sey’s legislators and work to broaden their 
understanding of the industry’s impor-

tance in maintaining, if not improving, the quality of life 
for all residents.
 
With that in mind, please join us in our commitment to 
support the Open Space Pace at Freehold on Sept. 16. 
This year, State Senator Jennifer Beck, a longtime advo-
cate for our industry, will be hosting a fundraiser there. 
This is a great opportunity to showcase our sport and 
highlight its value to the community.
 
Senator Beck, as you probably read, visited our annual 
golf outing and spoke to the SBOANJ board members 
and other horsemen and horsewomen in attendance. I 
want to thank everyone who made this year’s golf event 
the most successful yet. All proceeds from the event 
benefit the Benevolent Fund and TrotPAC.
 
I’m proud of the progress we’ve made in strengthening 
our membership and refining the way we function as 
an organization, whether it is controlling administrative 
costs, providing an affordable health insurance program 
that I think is better than any that could be bought else-
where, or simply maintaining open lines of communica-
tion. We will not stop evaluating the way we work and 
will continue to fine tune our operations.
 
I know there is still a lot of work ahead of us, but we 
have made substantial advancement on a number of is-
sues and I look forward to sustaining this momentum 

and meeting our goals and objectives.

Mark Ford

TrotPAC continues to work on 
behalf of the New Jersey horsemen 
to meet with politicians on a regular 
basis to help raise awareness to the harness racing 
industry’s need for alternative revenue.

Thank you for the strong support of our 2017 Golf 
Outing.

Your continued financial support is crucial during 
this important election year.

So far this year we have been able to attend func-
tions for the following politicians:

Senator Jennifer Beck
Assemblyman Jon Barmnick

Freeholder Lillian Burry
Assemblyman John Burzichelli
Assemblyman Nicholas Chiaravalloti
Assemblyman Craig Coughlin
Assemblyman Ronald Dancer
Assemblyman Louis Greenwald
Gubernatorial Candidate Phil Murphy
Senator Steven Oroho
Assemblyman Vincent Prieto
Assemblyman Gary Schaer
Assemblyman Ralph Caputo
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