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$1.1 Billion Horse Impact on the NJ Economy

SBOANJ Hosts Seminar for New Owners

NJ Off-Track Wagering opens in Vineland

More Prize Money In SBOANJ Horse Show

NJSS 2007 Racing Starts May 18 at the Big M

Four NJ Drivers Reach Driving Milestones

Miss NJ at D’Altrui Miss New Jersey Pace
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President’s Message
by Tom Luchento

 The SBOA of New Jersey has been working very closely with track management at The Meadowlands to provide 
the best racing opportunities and purses in order to compete with tracks in neighboring states that are operating with 
slots or VLTs. Although there initially was a flow of Meadowlands horses to Yonkers, for example, we are now seeing 
many of them return.  Purses at The Meadowlands remain very competitive, thanks partly to the casino supplement 
money that runs until the end of 2007.

 The decision to cut one racing night from the schedule (Wednesdays) for two months has enabled the race office 
to fill the races.  It was a difficult decision, but when combined with purse incentives for Jersey-breds, an overdue gen-
eral purse increase and additional racing classifications, the racing situation has improved. Effective with the draw for 
the April 12 racing program, The Meadowlands instituted the overall purse increase and the purse bonus negotiated 
by the SBOA. In addition, the SBOA urged management to add races for $10,000 claimers.  Previously, the lowest 
claimer went for $15,000.  The $10,000 claimer goes for $9,900.

 Another SBOA request that was accepted by track management was maiden races (appearing on the condition 
sheet as non-winners of one pari-mutuel race) that goes for $11,250. On the upper end of the purse schedule, the win-
ners over race is going for $38,000 and the open for $42,000. Under the state-bred incentive program, a 20 percent 
bonus will be paid to all New Jersey-sired horses earning purse checks in “non-restrictive” overnight races.  It does not 
apply to stakes races, finals of early and late closers or those races for New Jersey-owned or sired that already carry 
a 25 percent NJOS bonus.

 When you look at all aspects, the casino supplement money is keeping purse levels on a par with or higher than 
tracks in New York and Pennsylvania. Meanwhile, we continue to press the State to help our entire horse racing indus-
try.  We are strongly supporting legislation to permit VLTs at our racetracks, and since that cannot happen overnight, 
we are hopeful that there will be another purse supplement on the horizon soon. The standardbred horse industry has 
been meeting regularly with our thoroughbred counterparts so that there is one clear voice speaking out.

 Work on the new and expanded race paddock at The Meadowlands is on schedule. Renovations are expected 
to be completed by the opening of the fall meet in November, housing a 13-race facility with new lighting, heating and 
cooling systems, improved kitchen area and new bathrooms and changing rooms.

 Another effort undertaken by the SBOA is to encourage more people to buy and race standardbreds in New Jer-
sey.  Our first seminar for new owners was presented in April at Freehold Raceway, as reported elsewhere in this issue 
of the Pacesetter.  We are planning another for The Meadowlands.  You will be able to find information on our web 
site www.sboanj.com . There are many items of interest on the web site, so be sure to go on and look.  For example, 
you will find the complete power-point presentation of the recent Rutgers Equine Science Center survey showing how 
many horses, farm acreage and assets of the State’s equine industry.  This survey will be important to our efforts to 
get financial help for racing.

 Another important membership benefit that was recently approved by the SBOA was to increase the reimburse-
ment for repairs to sulkies damaged in a race accident.  This benefit is explained in an article in this newsletter.

 We are reaching a major point in New Jersey’s harness racing schedule. Before Freehold Raceway closes for 
the summer on June 9, the track will present the Helen Dancer Memorial, Dexter Cup and Lady Suffolk. On June 2, 
the SBOANJ’s two signature pacing events, the $500,000 Anthony Abbatiello New Jersey Pacing Classic and the 
$200,000 Tom D’Altrui Miss New Jersey Pace, will be contested at The Meadowlands.  The Classic, developed by the 
SBOANJ to showcase the state’s top three-year-old pacers, is the richest state-bred harness race in the nation.

 These races signal the start of the Meadowlands’ phenomenal stakes program that will continue through July, 
with the $1,000,000 Meadowlands Pace and William R. Haughton, Del Miller and Stanley Dancer Memorials, and 
concluding in August with the $1.5 million Hambletonian, Oaks, Woodrow Wilson and Sweetheart, among others.

 I encourage every one to support our racetracks and our industry by attending these and other events, and, of 
course, to continue to race your own horses here. Don’t forget.  June is the month of the horse in New Jersey, and the 
horse is New Jersey’s official state animal.
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HORSE INDUSTRY HAS A $1.1 BILLION 
IMPACT ON THE NEW JERSEY ECONOMY

The New Jersey horse industry is valued at more 
than $3.5 billion and generates another $1.1 billion 
annually in positive impact on the State’s economy, 
according to a survey completed by the Rutgers 
Equine Science Center  The results of this survey 
show how important the equine industry is to the 
economy, agriculture and open space preservation.
Dr. Karyn Malinowski, leader of the equine study by 
the Center she serves as director, noted that racing 
is an “economic driver” for the entire horse industry.  
“Since it is no secret racing is facing tough competi-
tion from neighboring states that have added gam-
ing operations to their racing venues, any further 
erosion of racing in New Jersey could have disas-
trous consequences for the State’s economy and 
the rest of the equine industry,” she added. Of the 
total impact of equine industry, according to the sur-
vey, $647 million is generated by horses and horse 
farm owners, most of which comes from feed, for-
age, services, supplies, trucks and trailers, equip-
ment and maintenance.  The $3.5 billion value of 
the industry includes there horses and the land and 
buildings on and in which they are housed. The sur-
vey also showed that there are 7,200 equine opera-
tions on 96,000 acres of horse farm land.  Of 42,500 
horses on this land, 12,500, nearly 30 percent, are 
in racing-related activities.  Of those, 8,200 are stan-
dardbreds and 4,300 thoroughbreds. The economic 
impact of New Jersey’s racetracks, which were sur-
veyed separately, is estimated at an additional $502 
million annually. Another finding was that 13,000 
New Jersey jobs are generated by the horse indus-
try, including 5,670 on equine farms, 2,080 at race-
tracks and 5,220 in related industries. A complete 
presentation of the survey can be viewed in power-
point form on our web site at www.sboanj.com The 
SBOA was a major sponsor of this study.

OFF-TRACK WAGERING OPENS IN NJ
The first of what is expected to be several off-track 
wagering facilities has been opened in Vineland 
in Cumberland County.  Another OTW planned for 
Woodbridge in Middlesex County is expected to be 
completed in late summer, while a third proposed 
for Toms River in Ocean County is awaiting final ap-
provals. The OTW in Vineland is exceeding expec-
tations.

STATE STUDYING EFFECT OF VLTS 
AT NEW JERSEY RACETRACKS

The State Treasury Department has commissioned 
a comprehensive study to determine the effect of 
video lottery terminals on New Jersey’s economy 
and the Atlantic casino industry, in particular, and 
how much revenue would be raised that would im-
pact the State’s financial picture. The study is ex-
pected to take three months.

SBOANJ BOOSTS SULKY REPAIR 
REIMBURSEMENT TO MEMBERS
Aware of the increased costs to repair damaged 
sulkies, the SBOA of New Jersey has increased 
the maximum reimbursement from $1,500 to 
$2,500.  This is one of the important benefits 
of membership.  In order to be eligible for this 
benefit, the trainer, driver and all owners of the 
horse must be members of the SBOANJ, and 
the sulky must have been damaged in a race 
accident.  This does not cover wheels..

FREEHOLD & MEADOWLANDS JOIN SERIES 
FOR WOMEN HARNESS DRIVERS IN MAY

Freehold and The Meadowlands will be partici-
pating this month in the Mildred Williams Inter-
national Women’s Driving Series that will take 
place throughout the year at racetracks in the 
US and Canada.  The Freehold event is May 16 
and The Meadowlands on May 18.  Last year, 
the series was raced only in Canada.  The races  
are charity events to raise money for the Chil-
dren’s Miracle Network, which consists of 170 
children’s hospitals throughout North America.  
The drivers donate their share of purse earn-
ings in the series, which is named for a female 
pioneer in the sport.  The final is scheduled for 
November 4 at Hippodrome de Montreal.

STANDARDBRED HORSE SHOW 
AUGUST 12 AT NJ HORSE PARK
There will be more prize money than ever be-
fore in the 45th annual Standardbred Horse 
Show sponsored by the SBOA of New Jersey 
on Sunday, August 12, at the Horse Park of New 
Jersey in Upper Freehold Township, near Allen-
town.  Check out next issue of Pacesetter for 
complete details!
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GREGORY,  BRENNAN,  MOISEYEV &  SMITH  
REACH DRIVING VICTORY MILESTONES
Harness drivers Jeff Gregory and George 
Brennan each recently notched the 5,000th 
win of their careers, Gregory at Freehold 
Raceway on March 23 and Brennan at The 
Meadowlands on April 6.  Steve Smith drove 
his 2,000th winner March 1 at The Meadow-
lands, while Jack Moiseyev, a Freehold na-
tive, scored his 9,000th victory at Woodbine 
Racetrack on March 24.

NJSS 2007 RACING SEASON 
STARTS MAY 18 AT BIG M
The New Jersey Sire Stakes will launch its 2007 
pari-mutuel racing season at The Meadowlands 
on May 18 and 19 with the first of three pre-
liminary rounds of competition for three-year-old 
pacers concluding with $175,000 championship 
finals in June. Sire Stakes competition for three-
year-old pacing fillies is slated to begin May 18, 
with the colts and geldings on the following night 
on May 19.  New Jersey-sired three-year-old 
trotters will begin competing on May 28 for colts 
and geldings and May 30 for fillies.

MAY 15 DEADLINE TO NOMINATE
YEARLINGS TO STAKES & NJSS
Important payments are due May 15 to make 
and keep horses eligible to the lucrative N. J. 
Sire Stakes Program and other special stakes 
races for New Jersey-sired horses. Nominations 
are due for foals of 2006 who are yearlings in 
2007. All horses nominated must be registered 
with the U. S. Trotting Association (USTA) or 
Canadian Standardbred Horse Society (CSHS). 
Registered mail is strongly suggested to avoid 
potential problems in mailing or delivery of pay-
ments. No late payments are accepted. Nomi-
nations are due for the NJSS Pari-Mutuel and 
Green Acres Divisions, and Lou Babic Memo-
rial Pace.  For information on fees, please call 
NJSS at (609) 292-8830. Also due are: yearling 
nominations for the 2009 Abbatiello NJ Pacing  
Classic, D’Altrui Miss NJ Pace and Charles I. 
Smith Trot and 2008 Harold R. Dancer Trot; 
two-year-old sustaining payments for the 2007 
Dancer Trot and NJ Futurity.  For fee informa-
tion, please call SBOA/NJ at (732) 462-2357.

SAVE THESE DATES FOR GOLF 
May 14 (SRF): The annual Standardbred Retire-
ment Foundation golf tournament at the Knob 
Hill Country Club on Route 33 West in Manala-
pan.  For information, please call Gene Sullivan 
at 732-462-8773.
JULY 16 (SBOANJ): The 12th annual golf out-
ing of the Standardbred Breeders and Own-
ers Association of New Jersey at the Cream 
Ridge Golf Club on Route 539. Details will be 
announced soon.
JULY 30 (HAMBO): The 15th annual Hamble-
tonian Charity Golf Tournament, benefiting the 
Harness Racing Museum & Hall of Fame and 
the Standardbred Retirement Foundation, at the 
Montclair Golf Club in West Orange. For infor-
mation, contact Moira Fanning at (609) 371-2211 
or mfanning@hambletonian.org

SBOANJ SEMINAR ENCOURAGES NEW OWNERS

In an effort to re-energize interest in owning 
standardbred racehorses, the SBOA of NJ pre-
sented a seminar at Freehold Raceway on April 
21.  It was attended by 20 prospective owners.  
Nancy Webster Peck, coordinator of the pro-
gram, led the presentation with guest speakers 
Catello “Cat” Manzi, a member of the Harness 
Racing Hall of Fame, SBOANJ Board member 
Jacqueline Ingrassia, the sport’s winningest ac-
tive female harness driver, and owner Michael 
Guolatta, who is shown with Peck and Ingras-
sia.  There were discussions about ownership, 
types of horses and trainers, a tour of the pad-
dock, visit with track announcer Larry Leder-
man, a winner’s circle presentation and a ride in 
the starting-gate car. (World Wide Racing Photos)
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HHI Media Award To SBOANJ’s Zimmerman

Leon Zimmerman, editor of the Pacesetter and 
legislative and public relations consultant to the 
SBOA of New Jersey,  was presented with the Clyde 
Hirt Media Award of Harness Horsemen Interna-
tional “for journalistic efforts for the harness racing 
industry”.  Shown making the presentation is HHI 
President Dominick Frinzi at the group’s recent an-
nual conference in Florida.  Joining the presentation 
were, from left: Leo McNamara, SBOANJ executive 
administrator, Zimmerman’s wife Julie and SBOANJ 
President Tom Luchento, right. (photo by Kathy Parker)

ARTZINA, YANKEE SKYSCAPER TOP LIST OF 46
ELIGIBLE TO ABBATIELLO NJ PACING CLASSIC 

Artzina, runner-up for the nation’s top two-
year-old pacing honors of 2006, and Yankee 
Skyscaper, winner of more than a half-mil-
lion dollars as a two-year-old last year, head  
a list of 46 New Jersey-sired three-year-
old pacing colts and geldings eligible to the 
$500,000 Anthony Abbatiello New Jersey 
Pacing Classic on June 2 at The Meadow-
lands.

The Classic, richest homebred stakes in 
the nation and the richest stakes race to 
date this year, was developed by the SBO-
ANJ to showcase the top New Jersey-sired 
sophomore pacers.  It is named for the for-
mer SBOANJ president who is a member of 
the Harness Racing Hall of Fame and now 
serves as a member of the N. J. Racing 
Commission.

Artzina, a son of Artiscape, earned $486,229 
with seven wins in 13 starts and two-year-old 
mark of 1:51.1.  Yankee Skyscaper, also by 
Artiscape, earned $545,000 and took a mark 
of 1:52.1 at two, winning four of nine starts.  
Among other top eligibles are: Watta Hotshot 
(Artiscape),  Ghee’s House (Western Ideal),  
Laughing Art (Artsplace), and Artist’s View 
(Artsplace).

CALGARY HANOVER AMONG 46
D’ALTRUI MISS NJ ELIGIBLES

Calgary Hanover, winner of the $600,000 Breeders 
Crown for two-year-old pacing fillies at Woodbine, 
heads a list of 46 New Jersey-sired three-year-old 
pacing fillies eligible to the $200,000 Tom D’Altrui 
Miss New Jersey Pace on June 2 at The Meadow-
lands.

The SBOANJ-sponsored filly companion race to the 
Abbatiello Pacing Classic, is named for the long-
time SBOANJ Board member and officer who has 
been a leading standardbred breeder in NJ. Calgary 
Hanover (Western Ideal) earned $372,635 with a 
mark of 1:53.2 at two.  Among other top NJ-sired 
fillies eligible to this year’s D’Altrui Miss New Jersey 
are:  Speed Date (Western Ideal), Me And My Baby 
(Artsicape), Al’s Girl (Artsplace), Lady Mattgalane 
(Artiscape), Southwind Rio (Artsplace), and Plati-
num Hanover (Western Ideal).

Miss NJ To Present TrophyAt D’Altrui Miss NJ Pace

Georgine DiMaria of Lodi, 
the reigning Miss New 
Jersey for 2006-2007, is 
scheduled to join the win-
ner’s circle presentation 
for the June 2 final of the 
$200,000 Tom D’Altrui Miss 
New Jersey Pace at The 
Meadowlands.visit us on the web at www.sboanj.com
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NJ Harness Calendar 2007

May
4 Helen Dancer Memorial Pace, Freehold

5 Berry’s Creek Final, Meadowlands

6 Father Foley Memorial Final, Meadowlands

8 SBOANJ Board of Director Meeting

11 Lady Suffolk Trot, Freehold

12 Dexter Cup Final, Freehold

15 Nominations Due for NJ-Sireds

18 NJSS Season Begins 3fp, Meadowlands

19 NJSS 3cp, Meadowlands

25 D’Altrui Miss NJ Pace Elims., Meadowlands

26 Abbatiello NJ Pacing Classic Elims., Meadowlands

27 Swing Back & Windshield Wiper Finals, Freehold

28 Hiram Woodruff Final & NJSS 3ct, Meadowlands

30 NJSS 3ft, Meadowlands

June
2 Abbatiello NJ Pacing Classic & 
 D’Altrui Miss NJ Pace Finals, Meadowlands
6 NJSS 3ft, Meadowlands
7 NJSS 3ct, Meadowlands
8 NJSS 3fp, Meadowlands
9 Freehold Raceway Meet Ends
 NJSS 3cp, Meadowlands
12 SBOA Board of Director Meeting
13 NJSS 3ft, Meadowlands
14 SRF Golf Outing, Knob Hill, Manalapan
 NJSS 3ct, Meadowlands
15 NJSS 3fp, Meadowlands
16 NJSS 3cp, Meadowlands
17 NJSS 3cp Meadowlands
20 NJ Racing Commission, Monmouth Park
 NJSS 2cp & 2fp, Meadowlands
21 $175,000 NJSS 3ft & 3ct Finals, Meadowlands
22 $175,000 NJSS 3fp Final, Meadowlands
23 $175,000 NJSS 3cp Final, Meadowlands
27 Historic Acorn & Debutante Stakes, Meadowlands
28 Historic Goshen & Harriman Cups, Meadowlands
29 Historic Coaching Club Ladyship & 
 Dickerson Cups, Meadowlands
30 Historic Jersey & Titan Cups, Meadowlands
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CHAMPIONSHIP MEET

KICKS OFF MAY 26
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To make yearlings of 2007 
(foals of 2006) eligible to the 
NJ Sire Stakes, payment must be 
postmarked on or before May 15, 
2007, and should be accompanied 
by a registration certifi cate from the 
USTA or Standardbred Canada.
The nomination fee is $50 with a 
copy  of the horse’s certifi cate; $75 
without a copy of the certifi cate.
 For a foal resulting from a 
registered New Jersey stallion’s 
fresh semen which was transported 
to a mare OUTSIDE the State of 
New Jersey, the registration fee is 
$250 with a copy of the certifi cate; 
$275 without it.

For more information, contact: Chris Castens, Exec. Director, (609) 292.8830
Payment forms available at www.newjerseysirestakes.com

For an additional fee, a yearling can 
be nominated to the LOU BABIC PACE

 ($25 for the Open division 
and $15 for the Filly division).

To determine whether your yearling’s 
sire was registered in 2004, please call 
the NJ Sire Stakes at (609) 292.8830 
or the SBOA (732) 462.2357.

NO BILLING NOTICES WILL BE MAILED. 
NO LATE PAYMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED. 
NO EXCEPTIONS WILL BE MADE.
REGISTERED MAIL IS  RECOMMENDED.
Make checks payable (US funds) 
to:
 NJ Sire Stakes Fund
 Box 34400 
 Newark, NJ  07189-4400

There’s a lot
of money 

to be made in the 
NJ Sire Stakes.

The fi rst step: 
Make this 

yearling nomination 
payment 

by May 15!

For more information, contact: Chris Castens, Exec. Director, (609) 292 8830
Payment forms available at www.jerseyequine.nj.gov/sirestakes


