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$90 MILLION AGREEMENT GUARANTEES PURSES FOR 3 YEARS

Purse levels in New Jersey were bolstered for the next
three years by a decision announced in Trenton on
March 3, 2008, but the future of horse racing in the
state cannot be ensured without a stable source of fund-
ing.

New Jersey Governor Jon S. Corzine issued a statement
in which he said that an agreement had been reached
for a purse supplement of $90 million which will be dis-
tributed over the next three years. In return for the fund-
ing, video lottery terminals [VLTs] would be banned from
the racetracks for three years.

"Both the equine industry and the casino industry play
important roles in New Jersey, from preserving open
space to attracting visitors, and it was essential to strike
a balance that will allow both industries to thrive," Corz-
ine said. "The agreement involves no taxpayer dollars

and will not reduce casino funds that flow to the state."

“It was a bittersweet victory,” said SBOANJ President
Tom Luchento. “While the standardbred horsemen of
New Jersey are grateful for the funding which will allow
the state’s tracks to maintain their purse levels for the
next three years, this agreement is only a stopgap meas-
ure. There are also many details to be worked out as far
as the distribution of the supplement.

“For the future of the racing and breeding industries in

New Jersey, we need to find a permanent solution in the
form of other types of gaming at the racetracks so that

we can exist on a level playing field with the tracks in the
surrounding states - New York, Pennsylvania and Dela-
ware - which already have VLTs or slots,” he said.

“I want to thank the trainers, drivers, breeders, owners
and caretakers for their patience, support and under-
standing as we worked to obtain this agreement,” he
noted. “It took a lot longer than it should have, and we
still have a great deal of work to do.

“We want the New Jersey Sire Stakes Program to be bet-
ter funded and, to that end, have initiated legislation in
Trenton to do so,” Luchento explained. “However, there
is a rather bleak fiscal picture in Trenton. The Governor
has proposed cuts in spending and of three depart-
ments, including agriculture. So this is an even more
difficult task.

“We thank the legislators and the Governor’s office for
their mediation in this matter,” Luchento noted.

“We thank Senate President Richard Codey, who has
always championed the horse racing industry's cause;
Senators Beck and Sarlo, who have racetracks in their
districts; Senator Whelan, who supported the subsidy
whenever he talked to casino operators in his Atlantic
City district; Assembly Speaker Joe Roberts for his lead-
ership role; Assemblymen Cohen, Malone and Dancer
for sponsoring legislation to help fund an appropriation
for the New Jersey Sire Stakes, and other legislators too
numerous to mention who have been in our corner.”

GROWTH OF SBOANJ.COM EXPLODES

The website of the Standardbred Breeders & Owners Asso-
ciation of New Jersey — www.shoanj.com — is the place to
visit for breaking news, applications and forms, phone num-
bers and information of value to owners, trainers, drivers,
caretakers and breeders.

The stats do indicate that more people than ever are finding
their way to the website, which debuted on June 21, 2005.
In March 2007, the number of visitors was 1,805 and hits
were only 18,128.

For the month of February 2008, records were set in all us-
age categories including 7,810 unique visitors and
120,344 hits.

INSIDE...

Jim Doherty honored
by NJ Sportswriters...
See page 5
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From the Desk of President Tom Luchento

The purse supplement agreement has been se-
cured but do not think the battle is over.

Like many negotiations, the efforts to obtain the
three-year $90 million casino subsidy [see page 1]
were filled with much drama and frustrations.

But we cannot rest on this “gift” because we know
that the gift givers are not overly gracious about
being put in this position, and we need to find our
own sources of income that will make it possible
for us to guarantee that New lJersey racing and
breeding remain preeminent in the country.

Even before the bruises from this challenge have
healed, we need to formulate a plan to secure VLTs

or slots for the New Jersey racetracks.

Horse racing cannot stand alone. When the new
subsidy runs out, there is little doubt that VLTs will

need to be on the table for consideration.

We need to play a role in the efforts to bring sports
gambling to New Jersey. Toward that end, at our
request, our friends in the state legislature
amended the proposed legislation to include the
racetracks, along with the casinos, as the adminis-
trators of sports gambling, should the federal re-
strictions be lifted.

| want to thank the horsemen at both Freehold and
the Meadowlands who met with me and offered
me their support to do whatever it would take to

get us to this point.

The reception we received in the legislature was
gratifying, especially the contributions of Senator
Codey and Senator Beck, who understand and sup-
port our efforts.

| want to thank the SBOANJ directors as well as our
lobbyist Leon Zimmerman for their efforts on be-
half of this subsidy. For many of us, this was a task
that involved endless meetings, phone calls and
emails that interrupted meals, weekends and holi-

days.

We delayed this edition of the Pacesetter to make
sure we had this great news to share with you.

In closing, | want to note that after more than 25
years of serving as editor of the Pacesetter, and
several years as editor of the old New Jersey Stan-
dardbred magazine, Leon Zimmerman is going to
concentrate on the governmental affairs lobbying
he has also been doing for 34 years. He has served
this industry in New Jersey very well, and this ca-
sino subsidy issue has shown how vital those quali-
ties have been.
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KENTUCKIANA RECEIVES TOP NJ BREEDER AWARD

Farm Manager Bill Smythe [second from left] accepts the 2007 NJ Breeder of the Year Award on behalf of Kentuckiana Farms of New Jersey from
SBOANJ board members [I-r] Mark Mullen, Marty O’Hare and Bob Boni at the NJ Equine Awards banquet on January 27, 2008 at the Holiday Inn,
East Windsor, NJ. Trotting filly Snow White was honored as NJ Standardbred of the Year at the same event. Photo by World Wide Racing Photos

WINDSONG’S LEGACY: Triple Crown winner Windsong's Legacy, the Trotter of the Year in 2004, died March 1, 2008
at Perretti Farms in Cream Ridge, NJ. He was in the midst of his fourth breeding season. His first foals are scheduled to race
this spring. “There are a lot of mares, our own included, who will be looking to go somewhere else,” noted Perretti Farm’s
spokesman Bob Marks. “The books of most comparable stallions are closed. To accommodate those who were contracted
to Windsong’s Legacy and want to stay with a New Jersey stallion, I'll keep the books open for Muscles Yankee and Revenue.”

SPRING 2008 NEW JERSEY CALENDAR OF EVENTS

March 6 |$60,000 Night Styles Final April 8 SBOANJ Board Meeting
March 11 | SBOANJ Board Meeting April 16 NJ Racing Commission at Freehold
NJ Horse Council Meeting $65,000 Blossom Final
10 a.m. at Rutgers $40,000 SportsNet NY Final
March 16 | $85,000 Horse & Groom Final April 19 $75,000 RJ Suslow Final
March 19 |NJ Equine Advisory Board Meeting April 23 $45,000 Father Foley FInal
10:30 a.m. at Rick’s Saddle Shop, Cream Ridge
March 21 | $100,000 Overbid Final April 25 | $50,000 Strada Memorial Invitational
$26,000 Frank Rubinetti Trot, Freehold
March 22 |$100,000 Matt’s Scooter Final April 26 | $30,000 SRF Pace, Freehold

$100,000 Four Leaf Clover Final
March 25 | SBOANJ Insurance Comm. Meeting April 27 Rutgers Yearling Auction

www.esc.rutgers.edu

March 27 |$70,000 Jersey Girls Final April 29 | SBOANJ Insurance Comm. Meeting

Purses are estimates, stakes at Meadowlands unless otherwise indicated
PACESETTER 3 March/April 2008



MCKEE NAMED NEW JERSEY EQUESTRIAN OF 2008

Meagan McKee in front!

That might be the call if her father, Sam McKee, track
announcer at the Meadowlands, was at the microphone.

Instead, he was on the sidelines along with wife, Christine,
and 16-year-old twin sisters, Lindsey and Melissa, when
Meagan was named 2008 New Jersey Equestrian at the
New Jersey Breeders Award Dinner on January 27, 2008

in East Windsor.

The entrants were judged on poise, personality, ability to
communicate and knowledge of horses.

ZIMMERMAN: COMMUNICATORS’ NOM

Leon Zimmerman, legislative counsel for the SBOANJ
and a longtime journalist and publicist, is one of two
2008 nominees for the Communicators' Corner of the
Hall of Fame in Goshen, NY.

The nomination of Zimmerman and Florida-based John
Berry will go to the membership of the United States
Harness Writers Association for a vote.

A former reporter, editor and bureau chief with the Ber-
gen Record, Zimmerman has been a Trenton lobbyist
for more than three decades.

He has served the SBOANJ as a public relations con-
sultant and legislative counsel. He is also the publicist
for the New Jersey Sire Stakes. His love of harness rac-
ing includes ownership of a small stable of horses.

Zimmerman previously edited the New lJersey Stan-
dardbred magazine and the Pacesetter, and has writ-
ten news releases, speeches and legislative testimony,
contributing to the key racing-related legislation in New

Jersey since the 1970s.

His concept of exhibition races for legislators helped to
introduce members of both the state assembly and
senate to a hands on racing experience, beginning with
then Governor Christine Todd Whitman in 1994.

PACESETTER’S NEW EDITOR DEBUTS

This issue of the Pacesetter marks the first under the
editorial and design direction of Carol Hodes.

Hodes, who was media relations director at the Mead-
owlands, took the New Jersey Sports & Exposition Au-
thority’s buyout in January 2007 and joined the SBO-
ANJ in June, providing website content.

She became the SBOANJ public relations director in
January 2008, continuing her duties with the website,
sboanj.com, as well as the Pacesetter, which publishes
every other month.

Hodes, a sports reporter for the Newark Star-Ledger
from 1974 to 1981, was a racing publicist at the Mead-

owlands and Monmouth Park for 25 years.
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Meagan McKee, representing both the New lJersey
Horse Council and the New Jersey 4-H Program, re-
ceived a $500 scholarship which will come in handy
when she enters the University of Kentucky in the fall.

McKee, a senior at North
Warren Regional High
School, turned 18 on Janu-
ary 25. She has competed
in the 4-H program for eight
years and received numer-
ous honors for public speak-
ing and horsemanship. She
is a webmaster for both her
high school cross country
‘team and the Chaps ‘N
Breeches 4-H Club, com-
¢ peted on the basketball and
- softball teams and works at
@;‘% a draft horse farm in Stillwa-

el ter, not far from the family
¥ home in Blairstown, NJ

In her oral presentation for
the contest, McKee said:

“I have grown up with horses since | was the age of two.
With that being said, it is truly impossible to ignore the
major impact that horses have had upon my life.
Horses have influenced everything from how | live to
where | live. There is not a single aspect of my life that
has gone untouched by horses in some way, shape or
form, and personally, | wouldn’t have it any other way.
Because of my association with horses, | have come to
a noteworthy conclusion; despite their four legs and a
tail, horses are capable of being some of the greatest
teachers. Horses can teach people some of life’s hard-
est lessons that no text book or instruction manual
could ever accomplish. From patience to responsibility
and respect to determination, horses can cover it all.
The three most important lessons that horses have
taught me over the years are those in work ethic, com-
mitment, and confidence.”

In her essay, she addressed the problems facing New
Jersey racing and need for slot machines at the state’s
tracks.

“In my opinion, one of the most immediate problems
facing the Equine Industry in New Jersey today is the
conflict between our state’s racetracks and casinos,”
she wrote. “Unless we find a way to substantially in-
crease the revenue at the tracks, the competition from
neighboring states, whose racetracks are equipped with
slot machines, could cripple New Jersey’s racing busi-
ness.”

She concluded with the warning: “If we cannot figure
out how to co-exist with the casinos, the racing industry
will not be around for much longer which would be dev-
astating to the entire state of New Jersey.”
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HORSE-LOVING MILLSTONE MAYOR IGNITES LOCAL PUSH FOR VLT'S

Nancy Grbelja is not kidding when she
says that Millstone Township is horse

friendly.

As the mayor of the 37 square mile com-
munity in southwestern Monmouth
County, she has ignited a grassroots ef-
fort to bring video lottery terminals [VLTSs]
to the racetracks in New Jersey.

None of those racetracks are in Millstone
but many of the people who live in the
township of 9,000 are impacted by the
fate of the state’s racing industry.

On November 7, the Millstone Township
Committee approved a resolution, pro-
posed by Grbelja, supporting VLTs, and
sent it on to the governor and other state
and county leaders. She also used her
influence to involve neighboring munici-
palities, county and state officials in the
pursuit of measures to preserve farmland.

“Horses and all that goes with them im-
prove the quality of life for all residents in
New Jersey,” Grbelja said.

On February 20, Grbelja hosted State
Sen. Jennifer Beck and Monmouth
County Freeholder Director Lillian Burry at
the township’s meeting to discuss help
for the racing industry.

“We need a long range plan that puts
VLTs at the track, preferably under the
racing commission’s control,” she said.

“The Monmouth County Board of Chosen
Freeholders has come on board and is
drafting a resolution as well,” she added.

Nancy Grbelja

“They realize the negative impact that a
failed racing industry will have on Mon-
mouth County as well.

“As a result of my appearance at the last
Freeholder's meeting, she [Lillian Burry]
is looking to establish a Monmouth
County Equine Commission to address
the concerns of the equine community in
Monmouth County,” Grbelja noted. “I will
be serving on that commission.”

Grbelja, who moved to Millstone in 1997
and was elected to the committee in
2004, has personal reasons to support
the equine community in Millstone - she
is a horse owner - but she also has prac-
tical and political reasons.

“Horses are crucial to the Open Space
and Farmland Preservation Program in
the state,” said Grbelja, who taught sci-
ence at Freehold High School from 1976
until 1993 when she went to work for the
NJ Education Association, representing
Middlesex County employees. “Millstone
has approximately 6,000 acres in the
program and would be devastated by the
mass exodus of horsemen. In Monmouth
County alone, there are over 960 horse
operations, over 27,000 acres for equine
facilities, 19,000 acres of other equine
related land and almost 16,000 acres of
hay and grain production.

“The horse industry keeps the land func-
tional,” she explained. “Without horses
there would be no need to grow hay and
grain; the land would become vacant,
nonproductive and difficult to maintain.

“Taxes would increase tremendously be-
cause for every dollar of open space, it
cost only 57 cents to maintain,” she
noted. “If that land is converted to hous-
ing, for every dollar the township must
spend at least $1.67 to maintain.”

In the fall of 2004, Grbelja, who grew up
in North Bergen, adopted her first horse,
Sandra Letsgo, from the Standardbred
Retirement Foundation and two months
later added Dukes Nuke, both of whom
are riding horses. She also has four race-
horses in training with Ron Turcotte Sr.

FINISHING LINES...NEWS & NOTES

SRF OFFERS BREEDINGS TO 60 STALLIONS: Breedings to 60
top stallions in 2008 are being offered to benefit the
Standardbred Retirement Foundation.

All three-year-old pacing offspring of these stallions are
eligible to an estimated $90,000 in purses in the 2008
SRF Paces at Freehold [April 26] and the Meadowlands
[July 5]:

The stallions are: Allamerican Ingot, Arizona Jack, Art-
standing, Arturo, Badlands Hanover, Broadway Hall,
Cam’s Card Shark, Cambest, Camluck, Cams Eclipse,
Cams Fortune, Canyon Wind, Chip Chip Hooray, Classic
Photo, Diamond Goal, Dream Away, Glidemaster, | Am A
Fool, I Scoot Hanover, Indian Fever, Intrepid Seelster,
Jereme’s Jet, Lis Mara, Lislea, Live Love Laugh, Loge,
Longport, Magical Mike, Malabar Millennium, Matt's
Scooter, McArdle, Metropolitan, Million Dollar Cam, Mod-
ern Art, Muscles Yankee, Nikki Cole Cole, Ponder, Pro
Bono Best, Raffaello Ambrosio, Radiant Ruler, Real Art-
ist, Red River Hanover, Revenue, Riverboat King, Shotgun
Scott, Sierra Kosmos, SJ’s Caviar, Slade Hanover, Soho,
Stand Forever, Super Punk, Super Vintage, Tagliabue,

PACESETTER

Tune Town, Valley Victor, Village Jolt, Village Jove, West-
ern Maverick, and Whelan Willie.

Race nominations [$500] are due March 15. For infor-
mation call 609-324-1500 or email gen@srfmail.com or
check www.adoptahorse.org for updates.

HALL OF FAMER HONORED BY NJ SPORTSWRITERS: Hall of
Fame driver-trainer Jim Doherty was honored as Harness
Horseman of the Year at the New Jersey Sportswriters
Association Awards Banquet on January 27 at the Pines
Manor in Edison. Doherty expressed his thanks to the
SBOANJ for nominating him, the sportswriters who voted
for him and for the good fortune he has had in his har-
ness racing career.

DATES CHANGED FOR DANCER & MILLER TROTS: Two major
Meadowlands summer stakes, the Stanley Dancer and
Del Miller Memorial, will be raced one week earlier than
previously posted. Eliminations for the Stanley Dancer
and Del Miller will now be contested Friday, July 4. The
finals for the two events, which are the last major prep
races for the Hambletonian and Hambletonian Oaks, will
be raced Friday, July 11.
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TRIO OF NJ TROTTERS CAPTURE 2007 DAN PATCH AWARDS

The gala Night of Champions on January 27, 2008 at the Dover Downs Hotel included the presentation of divi-
sional championship awards to three New Jersey-sired trotters.

Among those taking home the United States Harness Writers Association’s Dan Patch Awards were Two-Year-
Old Trotting Colt of the Year Deweycheatumnhowe, Two-Year-Old Trotting Filly of the Year Snow White and Older

Trotting Mare of the Year Mystical Sunshine.

Deweycheatumnhowe, winner of all 10 of
his starts, is by Muscles Yankee, who
stands at Perretti Farms in Cream Ridge,
NJ. The flawless Dewey, who captured the
$692,692 Valley Victory and $650,000
Breeders Crown, completed 2007 with a
bankroll of $936,191.

Driver-trainer Ray Schnittker co-owns the
colt with Ted Gewertz, Charles lannazzo

and the Deweycheatumnhowe Stable.

Snow White, a daughter of Self Possessed
[who stood at Kentuckiana Farms of New
Jersey], won 11 of her 13 starts, earning
$1.25 million. The Kevin Lare trainee was
driven in all her starts by John Campbell.
The filly trotted a mile in 1:52.4 at the Lex-
ington’s Red Mile, a world record for a two-
year-old [male or female].

SBOANIJ President Tom Luchento [fourth from right] presents the Dan Patch Award to Dewey-
cheatumnhowe’s trainer-driver Ray Schnittker. Photo by Mark Hall, USTA

Stakes victories for Snow White, who races in the name of North State Street Stable, Harness The Power and
Jerry Silva, included the $650,000 Breeders Crown, $679,068 Goldsmith Maid and the $558,138 Oakville.

Mystical Sunshine, sired by Kentuckiana Farms of New Jersey’s Yankee Glide, set world records on five-eighths
and half-mile tracks.

The six-year-old trotting mare banked $337,070 with eight wins, four seconds and two thirds from 19 starts.
Trained by Chris Ryder and racing for the Sidney Korn and the Estate of Alvin Jacobson, Mystical Sunshine won
the $250,000 Breeders Crown as well as the $116,000 Miss Versatility.

A crowd of more than 420 attended the banquet at which Tell All, who begins his stallion career at Kentuckiana
of New Jersey in 2008, was honored as 2007 Pacer of the Year, and Donato Hanover took home honors as both
Trotter of the Year and Horse of the Year.

A week later on February 2, New Jersey-breds Snow White and Mystical Sunshine added 2007 divisional titles
north of the border, winning O’Brien Awards, honoring the best horses racing in Canada.

SVENSSON NAMED HTA CARETAKER OF THE YEAR

Fia Svensson, whose protégés included New Jersey
Sire Stakes champion Better Than Most, Hambleto-
nian Oaks runner up Resortful and Breeders Crown
winner Southwind Serena, was named 2007 Care-
taker of the Year by Harness Tracks of America and
Hanover Shoe Farms.

The winner, chosen by a committee of racing execu-
tives and officials who groomed horses themselves
earlier in their careers, is symbolic of the dedication
and sacrifices of all caretakers everywhere.

Svensson, 22, who currently works with the Jonas
Czernyson stable, earned recognition for her overall

work ethic and selfless contributions to her horses.

PACESETTER

Svensson will receive an oil painting of herself and a
favorite horse of her choosing, as well as one of the
Hanover-HTA jackets that goes to all caretakers
named as nhominees.

The four runners-up in the Caretaker of the Year com-
petition were Kelly Prinz, caretaker of Lis Mara; Mary
Ceaser, groom in a small Massachusetts family stable;
Mario Glynn, who groomed two million-dollar winners -
Our Lucky Killean and Moving Pictures — in Casie Cole-
man’s Ontario stable; and Diana Fagnani, a groom for
more than 20 years in the Jim Groff stable in Pennsyl-
vania.
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Your BEST BET:
The Pick 4

Races 6 through 9

$1 minimum wager

15% takeout, lowest at the track

$25,000 pool guarantee Wednesday through Friday
$50,000 pool guarantee every Saturday night

FIRST 25 NIGHTS IN 2008 TOP FIVE PAYOUTS IN 2008

$53,196.90 — 1/24/08
$12,512.70 — 2/1/08
$11,679.30 — 2/6/08
$10,724.10 — 1/9/08
$10,471.10 - 1/11/08

» Average pool size: $66,954

» Average $1 payout: $5,723.80

* 60% paid over $2,000 (15 of 25)
88% paid over $500 (22 of 25)
so far in 2008

=

it's all about being heréé*" -

RACETRACK

MEADOWLANDSRACETRACK.COM (201)THE-BIGM




PAIR OF ARTSPLACE COLTS CAPTURE WINTER SERIES FINALS

Two sons of the late New Jersey stallion,
Artsplace, captured Winter Series Finals
on February 23, 2008 at the Meadow-
lands.

Three-year-old My Masterpiece was a 50-
1 upset winner of the $81,500 Junior
Trendsetter while four-year-old Artist’s
View captured the $71,800 Aquarius.

My Masterpiece paid $102.20 to win and
clocked a mile in 1:53.

“When we got to the gate, | turned my
head and saw [1-5 favorite Scape Ghost]
was off the gate, so | just stepped out of
there,” winning driver Daniel Dube said.
“It turned out to be a good trip. | was
third on the rail and finally found some
room at the right time.”

Scape Ghost, a son of Artiscape who had
won both of his Junior Trendsetter pre-
lims, held on for second, a half-length
back. Harley D Hanover, a son of Western
Hanover, was third to complete the all-
New Jersey sired trifecta.

My Masterpiece was a $65,000 yearling
purchase by David Schneider of Coral
Springs, FL and Rocco Maniello of Malba,
NY. The Tim Case trainee improved his
record to two wins in five career starts.

Artist’s View, who won the 2007 Junior
Trendsetter and wrapped up his sopho-
more campaign with a victory in the
Breeders Crown Three-Year-0ld Colt Pace
on November 24, paced a stakes record
equaling 1:50.2 to win the Aquarius.

Artist’s View’s time matched the stakes
record shared by Die Lute [2000] and Live
Out Loud [2005].

With George Bren-
nan at the lines, Art-
ist's View improved -
his career record to
10 wins, two sec- §
onds and threethlrds
from 27 starts, bank- i<
ing $520,635 for the @
DM  Stables of )
Naples, FL and Wil- #

liam Rufenacht of FAUE &R George Brennan dnvmg, wins the $71,800 Aquarius
Final on February 23 at the Meadowlands. Photo by Lisa Photo Inc.

Archbold, OH.

“You know, they were
going too [fast] for me,” Brennan said.
“So | ducked in and when Brian [Sears
with Mr Apples, who finished second]
moved, | moved with him. He had pres-
sure from both sides but at the top of the
lane, he dug right in. Buzz [trainer Buzzy
Sholty] did a good job bringing him back.

Big Business [who was third] is a quality
racehorse as is Mr. Apples, so you know
they’ll always give you an anxious mo-
ment.

“He [Artist's View] has come back
stronger and a little bigger,” Brennan
noted. “If Buzz can keep him right, | think
[he can be a top open pacer].”

The third Winter Series Final on the night,
the $75,700 Exit 16W in the tenth race,
went to lowa-bred Panaramic Art who
extended his winning streak to 20 and
paced a stakes record of 1:49.4. Bren-
nan was in the sulky of the Al Meyer
trainee.

PACESETTER
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