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2018 STALLIONS STANDING IN NEW JERSEY

The SBOANJ is proud to announce the award-winning lineup of New Jersey stallions for 2018. Three world champion trotting
stallions-Muscle Hill, Trixton, and Walner. In addition, four pacing stallions-Great Vintage, Lis Mara, Santa Fe Beachboy and Sunfire
Blue Chip.
Muscle Hill is the 2009 “Horse of the Year” and 2017’s leading money-winning trotting
sire. He has sired 7 millionaire trotters from his first five crops. He led all trotting sires
in average price at both the 2017 Lexington Selected Yearling Sale and at Harrisburg.
He also sired the sale toppers at both sales, $480,000 and $320,000, respectively. The
son of Muscles Yankee with lifetime earnings exceeding $3 million stands at Southwind Farms in Pennington, NJ for a private
treaty stud fee.

Muscle Hill

Trixton, sired by Muscle Hill, is the winner
of the 2014 Hambletonian, Goodtimes,
Simcoe, Reynolds and NJSS Final bringing his earnings to $947,057. Trixton’s
first crop of foals will race this season. He
continues to stand at Deo Volente Farms in
Flemington, NJ for a 2018 stud fee of $12,000.

Walner, the 2016 Dan Patch two-year-old trotting colt of the year, with a record of nine
wins in 10 starts and a lifetime mark of 1:50.2. Walner was the 2016 Breeders Crown
Champion and has earnings of $567,652. The son of Chapter Seven debuts his stallion
career at Southwind Farms with a stud fee of $20,000.

Trixton

On the pacing side, Great Vintage is one of the fastest and richest sons of leading sire
American Ideal. He has bankrolled over $1.1 million in lifetime earnings and holds a
mark of 1:49.1. Great Vintage stands at Walnridge Farm in Cream Ridge, NJ for a stud
fee of $2,000.
Lis Mara’s 1:47.3 Breeders Crown win in 2006 makes him the fastest and richest son of
champion sire Cambest. Lis Mara previously stood in Ontario but has been in New
Jersey since 2015. His total foal earnings currently exceed $12 million. He stands at
Deo Volente Farms for a stud fee of $2,500.
Walner

Santa Fe Beachboy comes to New Jersey after a racing career that includes earnings
over $500,000 and a lifetime mark of 1:49.1. The son of world champion Somebeachsomewhere stands at Walnridge Farm for a stud fee of $2,000.

Sunfire Blue Chip, the son of American Ideal, defeated some of the toughest competition throughout his racing career to gain a
mark of 1:48.3 and $1.2 million in earnings. During his three-year-old campaign he won the $450,000 Adios, defeating the likes of
Vegas Vacation. Sunfire Blue Chip will stand at Walnridge Farm with a $3,000 stud fee.
Owners that breed their mares to any of the above-mentioned pacing stallions will be eligible to receive a 50% paid stud fee rebate
(up to $1,250). Visit sboanj.com for details on the 2018 pacing stallion rebate program.
For New Jersey breeding information or pacing stallion rebate program guidelines please contact the SBOANJ office.
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AT THE JANUARY BOARD
OF DIRECTORS MEETING

INDUSTRY REPORTS

TrotPAC’s lobbyist AJ Sabath gave a presentation on
possible solutions to our industry’s need for alternative
revenue, including historic racing and sports betting.
Other topics discussed:

The SBOANJ is dedicated to representing the horsemen
and horsewomen of NJ in all aspects of the Standardbred
industry. The following is a review of some of the things we
have been doing on your behalf:

• The SBOANJ will continue to pursue Racing Commission
separation of racetrack driver workers’ compensation
from Thoroughbred coverage, which will result in
considerable savings to the purse account
• Review and update current SBOANJ constitution and
bylaws
• Sponsorship of a Hambletonian Day race at Meadowlands
Racetrack
• New Freehold Raceway and Meadowlands Racetrack
contract extensions
• Reviewed and approved two benevolent requests for
medical issues

PENSION REPORT

2017 was a very good year for the SBOANJ Driver/Trainer
Retirement Program. The changes that the Pension Committee implemented in 2016 have resulted in more efficient
administration of the plan. In 2017, the committee hired
UBS Financial Services to manage the plan’s investment
portfolio. As a result of the management change and the
positive market overall, the plan experienced a growth of
over 11 percent for the year! The Pension Committee will
continue to work closely with the UBS advisors to ensure
that the drivers and trainers participating in the Retirement
Plan will receive the best return possible.
The 2017 Participant Account Statements will be mailed in
late April and, as a reminder, the $250 administrative fee
is waived if you are an SBOANJ member. The deadline to
become a member has been extended to March 31, so it’s
not too late to take advantage of this member benefit!

Executive Administrator Al Ochsner attends the Equine
Advisory Board meeting to help promote unification
among all horse breeds for greater voter recognition.
Taylor Palmer represented the SBOANJ at the Agriculture
Convention. Resolutions were presented to eliminate sales
tax on stall rent for boarding farms and training centers. As
well as, requesting state aid and to help save the New Jersey
breeding and racing industry.
President Mark Ford and director Anthony Romano
attended Harness Horse International, reporting on the
condition of the New Jersey Standardbred industry.
Directors have been working with the State Racing
Commission and tracks to improve the drug testing
programs, especially relating to out of competition testing.
Presentations have been made to the Senate, House and
Governor for state aid to help our industry survive.
The SBOANJ continues to fund the self-insured Health
Insurance Program and initiated special Retiree/Medicare
Programs.
Promotional efforts have been made to support both
sports betting and historic racing as a means of alternative
revenue to the horse industry and racing.

F REQUENTLY A SKED QUESTIONS
Question: Do you have to be a member to be in the Rebate Program?
Answer: YES
Question: How do you reach the New Jersey Sire Stakes Office?
Answer: phone number is 609-292-8830 or website is http://www.jerseyequine.nj.gov/sirestakes.htm
Question: Do you have to be a member of the SBOANJ to qualify for sponsored breeding and racing programs?
Answer: YES
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VINCENT FUSCO JR HITS 1,000
TRAINING WINS MILESTONE
Last month, Vincent Fusco Jr. notched his 1,000th career training win with
Nancy Malinda at Freehold Raceway. He added this milestone to training career
highlights that include Harrah’s Philadelphia, Meadowlands Racetrack and
several Freehold Raceway training titles.

TrotPAC trustees would like to thank
the members of the Standardbred
Breeders and Owners Association of
New Jersey for all of their donations
and support throughout 2017.

Fusco moved to New Jersey from Brooklyn,
New York at the age of ten with his family.
Since then, this second generation horseman
learned the business from his father and
became a familiar face at both the Meadowlands
Racetrack and Freehold Raceway.

TrotPAC will continue to work on
behalf of the New Jersey horsemen
to meet with politicians on a regular
basis to help raise awareness to the
harness racing industry’s need for
alternative revenue.

Last year Fusco lost his father Vincent L. Fusco
Senior. Reflecting on that moment and his
milestone, he said: “I would like to take this
opportunity to thank my father for everything
he taught me.”

TrotPAC will need your continued
support and contributions in order
to promote our industry in an
effective manner. Visit trotpac.org
for more information.

Vincent Fusco warming up.
Photo courtesy of Lisa Photo

Fusco currently trains 24 horses at Tullo Training Center in Howell, NJ and races
predominantly at Yonkers, The Meadowlands and Freehold.

2018 SBOANJSponsored
Sponsored Races
2018 SBOANJ
Races
Race

Condi8on

Charles Smith Elimina/on 3-year-old colt trot

Loca8on

Date

Freehold Raceway

09/01/18

3-year-old open pace

Freehold Raceway

09/01/18

Charles Smith Final

3-year-old colt trot

Freehold Raceway

09/08/18

Helen Smith Elimina/on

3-year-old ﬁlly trot

Freehold Raceway

09/21/18

Helen Smith Final

3-year-old ﬁlly trot

Freehold Raceway

09/28/18

Futurity #53

2-year-old open trot

Freehold Raceway

10/05/18

Home Grown Pace #1

2-year-old open pace

Freehold Raceway

10/06/18

Garden State Trot #1

2-year-old colt trot

Meadowlands Racetrack 11/10/18

Garden State Trot #1

2-year-old ﬁlly trot

Meadowlands Racetrack 11/10/18

Futurity #52

MARCH 15 SUSTAINING PAYMENTS

• Garden State Trot #1 ..........................................$250
• New Jersey Futurity #52....................................$300

• New Jersey Trotting Futurity #53 ..................$200
• Home Grown Pace #1 ........................................$200

Visit sboanj.com for the payment schedule and payment forms.
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THE NEW MEMBER

DISCOUNT PROGRAM
This year the SBOANJ has launched a vendor discount program for all members. Members
are able to receive discounts, special offers or free gifts from various vendors by simply
showing their SBOANJ membership card. Keep an eye out for new vendors in our next issue.

5OFF

$ 00

*

purchase of $50 or more per visit

* In store only excludes bedding & sales tax

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK AT DILL’S
FEED AND PET SUPPLIES
dillsfeed.com • 732-462-2251
263 Throckmorton St.
Freehold, NJ 07728

%
10

discount on apparel

WORLD OF HORSE RACING
horze.com
877-647-4422
Storefront at the
Meadowlands Racetrack
4

10 15
%
OFF

purchase of $100 or more

OR

%

OFF

purchase of $200 or more

Free Set Up On Stock Logos

embroideryunl.com
508-485-5522
449 Boston Post Rd. East Ste #5
Marlborough, MA 01752

%
10

discount on food & bever age

Offer good in Renaissance Dining Room. Good any Friday until May 25,
2018. Dine in only. Non-transferable. Limit one offer per table. May not
be combined with any other offer. Not valid for groups.

freeholdraceway.com
732-462-3800
130 Park Avenue
Freehold, NJ 07728

Please contact the SBOANJ office if you have a service you would like to offer.

20 10

$

00

for one player

includes green fees and
cart rental, weekdays only

10

%OFF

a menu item

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK TO KEEP
UP TO DATE ON SEASONAL SERVICES
732-780-1295

gamblerridge.com
609-758-3588
121 Burlington Path Rd.
Cream Ridge, NJ 08514

E
V
I
S
U
L
S
C
R
E X FFE
O

91 Highland Ridge Rd.
Manalapan, New Jersey 07726

OFF
5

$

offer expires 3/31/18

M
EM
ON BE
LY RS

pink dining room

playmeadowlands.com
201-460-4079

10%

1 Racetrack Dr.
East Rutherford, NJ 07073

discount on order

Must show SBOANJ membership card

pantanonursery.com
732-786-8503
145 Freehold Rd.
Manalapan, NJ 07726

OFF

SPRING CLEAN UP

at Gambler s Bar & Grill

offers expire 3/31/18

%

10

$

00

OFF

clothing purshase of $10 or more

MUST PRESENT COUPON AT STORE. EXCLUDES SOCKS.

Shop online @ saddlesource.com (use code: SBOANJ02)

732-446-4330

29 Park Ave.
Englishtown, NJ 07726

282 Rt 539
Cream Ridge, NJ 08514

must present sboanj card
expires 4/15/18
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SPHO-NJ 2017 BANQUET
On Sunday (Feb. 18),
the SPHO-NJ celebrated its 2017
high point riders
and Standardbreds
with a “Red, White
& Blue” themed
awards banquet.
The festivities were held at the Holiday Inn’s,
Windsor Ballroom, in East Windsor, NJ.

The overall grand champion High Point
Horse for New Jersey, photo above, was
Jersey Bred Styled N Misty (Albert Albert
– Styled N Gray). The 21-year-old gelding
is owned by the Voight family, and ridden
by Nicole Bursac of New Brunswick, New
Jersey. “Misty” is far from slowing down,
as he and Bursac compete in horse shows
and pleasure driving.
The 9-year-old Jersey Bred gelding,
HeavyMetalThunder (Real Artist – Five Star
Comfort) and rider Laura Harbour, from
Austin, TX, were awarded overall grand
champion High Point Horse for the MidAtlantic Region. The pair compete at horse
shows and many other disciplines.
The Treacherous Cat Work Ethic Volunteer
of the Year Award is awarded every year
to a club volunteer that has gone beyond
means to help out at functions and horse
shows. This year’s award went to both
Mike and Karen Fagliarone for their continued
support of the club and its needs at events.
Nicole Bursac, Joanna Ricci, Mark
Rodriquez, Shyanne Sheard, Madison
Lofgren and Sawyer Baker received awards
as junior riders.
Visit sphonj.org to view all award winners
and sponsors.
Every year the SPHO-NJ holds a National
Standardbred Horse Show at the Horse
Park of NJ. The 24th annual show is
scheduled for August 10, 11 and 12, 2018.

SUZANNE D’AMBROSE BECOMES
FIRST ASSOCIATE MEMBER

Suzanne D’Ambrose was the first person to take advantage of the
SBOANJ’s new associate membership program. She currently works as
a part-time law enforcement instructor at the Academy of Law & Public
Safety at Monmouth County Vocational School. She is also a substitute
instructor in the same school district.
D’Ambrose is no stranger to
the harness racing industry
and has contributed to the
business in many aspects.
Today she holds the title of
corresponding secretary for
the SPHO-NJ. Publishing the
newsletter and updating the
website are two of the many
responsibilities required for
her position. The SPHO-NJ
is a non-profit organization
Suzanne D’Ambrose with Independent Act at the founded to promote the
Open Space Pace Parade last September.
Standardbred as a pleasure
riding and driving horse by exposing the public to their performances
through equine events.
D’Ambrose grew up with quarter horses but began riding Standardbreds
many years ago. She was riding a friend’s quarter horse at a local farm
where a Standardbred trotter named Chai Master was boarded. The
farm manager asked D’Ambrose if she would be interested in trail riding
the Standardbred. Two months later she ended up adopting him for
one dollar. Not long after that, she began training horses under saddle
for the Standardbred Retirement Foundation. Then in 2008, she adopted
her 2017 Hunter Pace Champion Standardbred trotter, Independent
Act, from Mike and Colleen Posner’s training center.
D’Ambrose credits her friends Mike and Colleen Posner for teaching her
how to care for Standardbreds. Her passion for Standardbreds lead her
to learn the art of equine massage and eventually perform massage
therapy for many owners and trainers in the industry.
Born and raised in central New Jersey, D’Ambrose has seen the demise
of the industry. “When I visit a friend of mine at Perretti Farm, it saddens
me to see a horse farm that is no longer how it used to be,” she states.
She is among most horsemen and women that hope the new Governor,
Phil Murphy, will help the struggling equine industry in New Jersey.

IMPORTANT INSURANCE INFORMATION
1095 income tax forms have been mailed. If you have not received yours contact the office.
March is here, and we must have proof of employment from all Grooms and 2nd trainers enrolled in the SBOANJ
health insurance plan. Please submit proof of employment in the form of two recent pay stubs and a copy of
2018 NJRC license. All information is due by March 31st to continue insurance coverage.
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From The Desk Of President Mark Ford
Dear Members,
Currently, a draft of New Jersey’s state budget is being
developed and must be sent to the House and Senate by
March 13th. The budget final approval deadline is July 1,
2018. With these dates in mind, a historic racing presentation
was made on February 28th by Mike Gulotta and Al
Ochsner to Governor Phil Murphy’s staff. The presentation
highlighted the benefits that historic racing would have on
the state’s budget.
As we wait, Virgina’s Congress has passed a historic racing
bill. We feel optimistic about the possibility of a similar
situation here in New Jersey.
Colonial Downs was once a thriving racetrack that
employed thousands, yet today the racing industry is
almost non-existent in Virgina. However, with the historic
racing bill gaining ground, the Virgina horsemen see light at
the end of the tunnel.
We will continue to monitor the situation in Virgina and
take notes on how to move forward here in New Jersey with
historic racing as a possible alternative source of revenue
for our industry.
It is important that everyone is aware that we are currently

negotiating with both Freehold Raceway and Meadowlands
Racetrack to develop new contracts. The board of directors
has approved a negotiating committee consisting of:
Mike Gulotta, Bob Boni, Yannick Gingras and myself to
represent us in those negotiations. They are working hard
to develop a contract that benefits both the horsemen and
the racetracks, respectively.
We have also been working closely with racing departments
from both tracks to figure out a way of making up lost race
days due to inclement weather cancellations. As of today,
Freehold Raceway has had to cancel four days of racing,
while the Meadowlands Racetrack has canceled three
complete race days and a fourth after the third race.
Horsemen need to understand that we cannot just make up
the race days as we see fit. In order for those lost days to be
reinstated, the racetracks have to agree to dates and then
the Racing Commission must approve those dates. The
process takes time and we must work to pursue dates that
will allow for horse availability, racetrack and New Jersey
Racing Commission approval.
We will continue to do our best to provide the best racing
conditions possible for all New Jersey horsemen.

Mark Ford

APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE

GAITWAY MEDICAL
CLINIC DATES

Attention all sons and daughters of New Jersey

The medical clinic located at

horsemen: if you are currently enrolled in, or

Gaitway Farm will be open from

plan to attend a 2 or 4 year college or university,

12:15pm to 4:00pm on the following days:

SCHOLARSHIP

the SBOANJ and BCAP are offering a scholarship
for 2018.
In addition, the Harness Horsemen International
Foundation is also offering a scholarship for
qualified students.
Visit sboanj.com and click on the scholarship
tab on the left hand side of the page for applications
and qualification information.

April 16 th
April 30 th
May 7 th
Call or Text Chris Samaha for an appointment.
732-740-5376.
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64 Business Route 33
Manalapan, NJ 07726

Standardbred Breeders & Owners Association of New Jersey
64 Business Route 33, Manalapan, NJ 07726 Phone: 732-462-2357 Fax: 732-409-0741
Email: info@sboanj.com Website: www.sboanj.com

Officers

Directors

Racetrack Rep

Mark Ford
President

Stephen P. Dey III,VMD

Linda Goss

Mark Mullen
First Vice President

Yannick Gingras

Bookkeeper

Robert Boni
Second Vice President

Michael Klau
Sam Landy

Christopher Ryder
Third Vice President

Thomas F. Luchento

Michael Gulotta
Treasurer

Richard Meirs,VMD

Anthony Romano
Secretary

Julie Miller

Alfred Ochsner Jr.
Executive
Administrator

Anthony Perretti
Thomas Pontone

Important
Phone Numbers
New Jersey Sire Stakes
609-292-8830

Polly Hartzell

Harness Horsemen
International
Insurance Coordinator
609-747-1000
Maritsa Quijada

License/Fingerprint
NJ Racing Commission
Publicity Consultant Trenton: 609-292-0613
Freehold: 732-462-3800
Courtney Stafford
Meadowlands: 201-460-4137
NJ Trailer Ban: NJTP
800-336-5875

