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MEADOWLANDS 2012: A NEW BEGINNING
Horsemen in New Jersey got the best of all gifts this holiday season – the guarantee that there will be racing at the
Meadowlands Racetrack in 2012.
On Tuesday, December 20, 2011 the New Jersey Racing Commission awarded Jeff Gural and partners the license to
operate harness racing at the Meadowlands.
On Friday morning, December 23, the New Jersey Sports & Exposition Authority‟s Board of Commissioners ratified the
31-year lease, turning the operations over to Jeff Gural‟s New Meadowlands Racetrack LLC the next day.
“I think about where we were and how hard all of this was,” said Standardbred Breeders & Owners Association President Tom Luchento. “But from the brink of disaster last year, I think now we‟ll be better off in the long run. We finally
have something concrete.
“It was a long and arduous journey,” Luchento added. “I don‟t consider us at the finish line yet, but the best news is that
racing is on, beginning January 6, 2012, at the Meadowlands. There couldn‟t be a better Christmas present.”

ROLL WITH JOE NAMED NEW JERSEY HORSE OF THE YEAR
Roll With Joe, the New Jersey Standardbred Horse
of the Year for 2011, is a 21st century champion
with his own website and Facebook page.

Patch Award winner as Three-Year-Old Pacer of the
Year and a finalist for Pacer of the Year.
The son of Cam‟s Card Shark-Classic Wish started
life with high expectations. His full brother, Bettor‟s Delight, had won more than $2.5 million on
the track before he retired to stallion duty in 2002
and his three-quarter brother, No Pan Intended,
was 2003 Horse of the Year, banking more than
$1.5 million.

However, the 2011 Meadowlands Pace winner
earned his honors the old fashion way – on the
racetrack, retiring after his November 12 victory in
the Messenger with a career record of eight wins,
six seconds and three thirds from 23 starts and
earnings of $1,805,102.

When Roll With Joe [rollwithjoe.com] passed
through the sales ring at the 2009 Lexington Selected Sale, he was hammered down for $100,000
with his breeder, Joe and Joann Thomson‟s Winbak
Farm in Chesapeake City, MD, retaining an interest
in partnership with owners Thomas Grossman and
Michael Kimelman of Blue Chip Bloodstock, Inc. of
Wallkill, NY; Stephen Demeter of Tarrytown, NY
and Sheila Baird and Scott Kimelman‟s Not To
Worry Stable of New York City.
Among the colt‟s stakes highlights in 2011 was his
neck victory in the $1 million Meadowlands Pace
on July 16 in which he paced the mile in 1:48.2 in
what would be his first pairing with driver Ron
Pierce since a baby race on June 17, 2010. Pierce
would subsequently be at the lines for victories in
the Battle of Brandywine and the Messenger as
well as second-place finishes in the Little Brown
Jug and the Breeders Crown.

Roll With Joe, with Ron Pierce driving, gets up on the inside to
win the $1 million Meadowlands Pace in 2011. [Lisa Photo]

The New Jersey Department of Agriculture will
honor Roll With Joe, who was nominated by the
Standardbred Breeders & Owners Association of
New Jersey, at the 55th Annual New Jersey Breeders Awards Luncheon at 1 p.m. on January 15,
2012 at Charley‟s Other Brother in Eastampton
Township, NJ.
Roll With Joe, trained by Ed Hart, is also the Dan
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It is with great delight that we ring in the new
year and a new era at the Meadowlands Racetrack.

Additionally, with the help of the Governor‟s office, we secured more than $1 million from casino redevelopment funds for Freehold Raceway‟s purse account, which should be reflected
in Freehold‟s purses when they open in March.

For those who doubted that racing in New Jersey
would survive as well as those who had confidence in us, we hope you appreciate what has
been accomplished.

While both Freehold and the Meadowlands have
shorter racing seasons, the calendar will provide
year round racing in New Jersey.

On December 24, 2011, Jeff Gural, as chairman
of the New Meadowlands Racetrack LLC, officially took over the reins of our flagship facility.

The Meadowlands will be open from January 6 to
August 18 plus December 28 and 29 for a total
of 81 dates. Freehold‟s 90 dates are March 1 to
May 26 and August 30 to December 22.

But this is hardly the end of our task.
We have covered the first quarter. Now we need
to take the steps necessary to sustain our drive
to the finish line.

The Meadowlands will be writing classes for
$7,500 claimers to accommodate more Freehold-type horses this winter.

It is important for all horsemen to support the
Meadowlands and Jeff Gural‟s efforts. Despite
the lack of slots-fueled purses, the Meadowlands
will still offer generous overnight purses and
world class stakes.

We welcome this new year with hopefulness and
appreciation to all those who contributed time,
effort and funding to our campaign to save racing in New Jersey.
We are thankful to the breeders and owners who
have opted to keep their horses in New Jersey.

It was an arduous year, constant negotiations
with the Governor‟s office, the New Jersey Sports
& Exposition Authority and Jeff Gural. In the end,
reason prevailed, and we preserved harness racing in New Jersey as well as gained the respect
of the leadership in Trenton. This is not insignificant as we look down the road to the addition of
other forms of gaming at the Meadowlands.

We congratulate all of you who have achieved
success in 2011, including SBOANJ director,
Mark Ford who surpassed $6 million in single
season earnings as a trainer.
We hope we see all of you in the winner‟s circle
in 2012 and wish you and your families a happy
and healthy new year.
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WHITE BIRCH TAKES NJ BREEDER OF THE YEAR AWARD
The Breeders Committee of the Standardbred Breeders & Owners Association of New Jersey has selected
White Birch Farm of Allentown, NJ as the 2011 New Jersey Breeder of the Year.
White Birch Farm [whitebirchfarmnj.com] will be honored at the 55th Annual New Jersey Breeders Awards Luncheon at 1 p.m. on January 15, 2012
at Charley‟s Other Brother in Eastampton Township, NJ.
White Birch-bred I Fought Dalaw, a son of Western Ideal out of In For Life,
has ranked among the top two-year-old pacers of 2011. He won his first
four lifetime starts, has finished in-the-money in six of 10 outings and
banked $211,741. He posted his mark of 1:50.4 in capturing the
$175,000 New Jersey Sire Stakes Final on July 16 at the Meadowlands.

Michael Parisi

White Birch‟s owner and general manager, Michael A. Parisi, co-owns the
Sam DePinto-trainee with Shannon DePinto and Jerry and Theresa Silva.

Two other freshman pacing colts who were bred at White Birch Farm have
also acquitted themselves well in 2011 – Major Bombay out of Armbro Bombay and Ideal Champ out of
Female Champs.
Major Bombay has finished first or second in six of seven starts, earning
$209,916 thanks in large part to his
victory in the Woodrow Wilson Pace on
August 20 at the Meadowlands.
Ideal Champ won a division of the Arden at the Meadows, finishing on-theboard in four of 11 efforts.
The 800-acre White Birch Farm, a
breeding farm and training center, was
founded by Michael Parisi‟s parents,
Joseph Parisi, who passed away in
2008, and his wife, Marie Parisi, who White Birch-bred I Fought Dalaw was the winner by a nose [inside] of the $175,000
New Jersey Sire Stakes Final for Two-Year-Old Pacing Colts on July 16, 2011 at the
predeceased him.
White Birch previously won New Jersey Breeder of the Year honors in 2004.

Meadowlands. David Miller was at the lines.

[Lisa Photo]

Among the farm‟s past champions were 1996 Three-Year-Old Pacer of the Year and Meadowlands Pace
winner Hot Lead, 1998 Two-Year-Old Colt Pacer of the Year Island Fantasy, 2002 Three-Year-Old Filly Pacer
of the Year Worldly Beauty, 2005 Two-Year-Old Filly Pacer of the Year My Little Dragon and 2006 ThreeYear-Old Filly Pacer of the Year Darlin's Delight.
Previous New Jersey Breeder of the Year winners include Perretti Farms [a two-time winner, 2003 and
2010], Valley High Stables, Southwind Farms, Kentuckiana Farms, Fair Winds Farm and Heritage Hill
Farms.

We have made tremendous progress in getting our message to state legislators but the work continues,
and we need your financial support for harness racing’s political action committee, TrotPAC,
so that we can open new doors and keep old friends in Trenton.
Please send your donations for TrotPAC to 64 Business Route 33, Manalapan, NJ 07726.
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NJSS HORSE OF THE YEAR: MANOFMANYMISSIONS
Manofmanymissions, who trotted the fastest mile in New Jersey Sire Stakes history, was named overall
New Jersey Sire Stakes Horse of the Year for 2011.
Undefeated Market Share was selected as
the Green Acres Division Horse of the Year
for 2011.
The Horse of the Year Award, which is voted
annually by the New Jersey Sire Stakes Board
of Trustees, is based solely on performances
in races for New Jersey-sired horses, including New Jersey Sire Stakes races and other
restricted stakes.
Manofmanymissions, driven by Andy Miller
and trained by Erv Miller, set the New Jersey
Sire Stakes record of 1:52.1 winning the
Manofmanymissions, driven by Andy Miller, coasts to victory in the $175,000 New Jersey Sire Stakes Premier
$175,000 New Jersey Sire Stakes Final on August 13, 2011 at the Meadow- Division Championship Final for three-yearold trotting colts and geldings on August 13
lands, one of his nine victories in 15 starts at age three. [Lisa Photo]
at the Meadowlands. He was undefeated in
both of his New Jersey Sire Stakes starts.
He also won the Stanley Dancer Trot at the Meadowlands, the Colonial Trot at Chester, the Kentucky Futurity at Lexington and an elimination of the Breeders Crown at Woodbine.
The Yankee Glide colt, who won nine of 15 starts as
a three-year-old, boosted his career earning to $1.2
million for his owners, Manofmanymissions Stable,
Mystical Marker Farms and M. Biasuzzi Stable.
Market Share, a son of Revenue, was undefeated in
five career starts, including three legs of the New
Jersey Sire Stakes Green Acres for two-year-trotting
colts at Freehold Raceway.
Jeff Gregory was at the lines when the colt set a
Green Acres record of 1:58.4 in the $25,000 final.
Trained by Linda Toscano, Market Share races for
Share, driven by Jeff Gregory, winning a New Jersey Futurity
co-owners Richard Gutnick of Blue Bell, PA and Market
on October 14, 2011 at Freehold. [World Wide Racing Photos]
Gary Cocco of New Town Square, PA.

FOR PENSIONS, ASK FOR POLLY
Polly Hartzell [left] of Howell, NJ has joined the SBOANJ staff as bookkeeper,
taking over the position previously held by Betty DiNicola.
Hartzell, who has a masters in accounting from the University of Virginia and
her bachelors in economics from Duke, will handle bookkeeping and matters
related to pensions.
For insurance questions, continue to contact Maritsa Quijada-Dill and for
stakes nominations, speak to Linda Goss.
Betty DiNicola, a longtime staff member, will be missed, and we wish her the
best in her new ventures. She has relocated to South Carolina.
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NEW MEADOWLANDS LLC TAKES OVER TRACK OPERATIONS
The state‟s 35-year operation of the Meadowlands Racetrack ended December 24, 2011, following the New Jersey Sports and Exposition Authority board‟s unanimous vote to lease the track to
New York horseman Jeff Gural.
The board voted Friday, December 23 to let New Meadowlands Racetrack, a limited liability company, take over operations with rent set at $1 for the first five years and then at least $500,000 a
year for the rest of the 31-year ground lease.
Gural also closed a deal on December 23 with Local 137 AFL-CIO, which represents the track‟s
tellers, ending a dispute over a mandated 20 percent pay cut for the tellers. He said he expected
all union agreements to be completed before the end of 2011.
Under terms of the lease with the sports authority, Gural agreed to build a new, $70 million grandstand on the opposite side of the track from the current grandstand, as well as 1,500 parking
spaces at the site of the current barns on the backstretch. Gural also must build a $16 million offtrack wagering facility in Bayonne. Gural hopes to start construction on the grandstand by midspring and open it sometime in 2013. Construction already has begun in Bayonne, where the
doors could open for betting in six months.
Governor Christie has sought for the past 18 months to get the state out of the horse-racing business, saying that it could not continue to afford to manage the Meadowlands and Monmouth Park
tracks when they were losing a combined $20 million annually in on-site operations. But, as part
of the deal, the state will loan Gural a total of $5.5 million until the end of 2012, with Gural then
repaying that amount over five years, beginning in 2013.
“I feel as if I‟ve accomplished the first phase, but now I have to raise another $25 million,” said
Gural, who estimates he has $75 million in place from equity investors, partners and loans.
“But we‟re still in the process of getting permits, so we haven‟t lost any time yet.”
Some other aspects of the agreement:
 Gural, who is chairman of New Meadowlands Racetrack LLC, is leasing 82 acres from the state.
 The Bayonne OTW site could open as soon as July 1, 2012. Construction is underway.
 The 31-year lease contains a pair of additional 10-year extension options per mutual agreement.
 The rent of $1 for the first five years is set; in subsequent years it is $500,000 or 10 percent of the net

operating profits, whichever is greater.
 The state is keeping the right to limit the use of the existing grandstand “during the buildup to the

2014 Super Bowl.” The new grandstand should be open by then, but it‟s not clear how quickly the
state would tear down the current grandstand.

 Gural pays for conventional removal of historical fill, while the state commits to paying up to $6 million

in environmental remediation costs.
The Bergen Record’s John Brennan is the source for much of this summary of events on the finalization of
the lease of the Meadowlands to Jeff Gural and partners.

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2012 SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS
January 19

Board Meeting

February 13

Board Meeting

January 31

Insurance Meeting

February 28

Insurance Meeting
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UNSUNG HERO MALINOWSKI & GOOD GUY LEDERMAN TO BE HONORED
This year‟s “Unsung Hero” and “Good Guy” both call New Jersey their home.
Dr. Karyn Malinowski, director of the Rutgers Equine Science Center, was voted the LeeAnne Pooler Unsung Hero
Award, and Freehold Raceway announcer Larry Lederman was selected for the WR Haughton Good Guy Award
by balloting of the membership of the United States Harness Writers Association [USHWA].
The awards will be presented at USHWA‟s Dan Patch Awards Dinner, honoring Stan Bergstein, to be held Sunday,
February 12, 2012, in Florida at the DoubleTree Hilton at Orlando SeaWorld.
It was Dr. Malinowski‟s research and expert testimony that provided the academic credibility for those battling to
save the Meadowlands Racetrack.
It was Malinowski‟s initiatives, especially the 2007 Economic Impact Study
and its follow-up report this past year which provided the unimpeachable data
for lawmakers on the value of horse racing and the far reaching implications
for the loss of jobs, tax revenue and farmland if the tracks were to be closed.

Malinowski in the sulky

“We have long known what a gem Karyn is and how lucky we are to have her
in such a prominent position in the academic world in our state,” said Standardbred Breeders & Owners Association of New Jersey President Tom Luchento. “She has been a treasured member of the equine community in New
Jersey for many years and now the rest of the country will learn about her contributions through this much deserved honor. Her expert testimony before
legislators and the solid research in the documentation she was able to provide were invaluable in our efforts to save the Meadowlands – we couldn‟t
have done it without her. We join USHWA in „singing‟ her praises.”

Malinowski‟s passion for horses and racing extend to her participation as both an owner and amateur driver.
For more than three decades Lederman has been the man of many voices, using his ability to imitate celebrities
to entertain racing fans during his calls. First and foremost, he is an accurate race caller who has worked behind
the microphone at many tracks, most recently at Freehold.
This past spring, however, he was diagnosed with a brain tumor, leading to a
battle to which he has brought his sense of humor and resiliency.
Lederman has spoken frankly about his health problem in an effort to educate.
As much as he can, he continues to call races, make public appearances and
share his unflagging sense of humor.
“Larry‟s positive outlook is so impressive,” said Luchento. “We have the utmost
respect for him and only wish him the best.”
Lederman, who began his racing career in 1977 as a chart taker for the Daily
Racing Form, became an announcer after winning a contest. He started calling
races at Atlantic City Race Course in 1985 and at Garden State Park in 1990.
Later that decade, he became the Freehold Raceway track announcer.

Lederman at the mic

“Larry Lederman has always been a good guy, but his illness has brought his
contributions to harness racing sharply into focus,” the New Jersey chapter of USHWA said in nominating him.
SBOANJ President Tom Luchento and Executive Administrator Leo McNamara, as well as Jeff Gural will be honored at the Dan Patch Banquet, receiving President‟s Awards from USHWA‟s Jason Settlemoir.
“I don‟t know of three individuals more worthy of this small token of appreciation than Jeffrey Gural, Tommy Luchento, and Leo McNamara for their work in saving our „flagship‟ track, the Meadowlands, which was on the
brink of closure,” Settlemoir said. “All three have played key roles in moving the state-operated racetrack into
private hands.”
Other human award winners will include former SBOANJ lobbyist and publicist Leon Zimmerman who has been
named USHWA Member of the Year, the Proximity Award to Meadows race caller Roger Huston, Driver of the
Year to George Brennan, Trainer of the Year to Ron Burke, Owner of the Year to John Fielding, Breakthrough to
Frank Antonacci, Rising Star to Dan Noble, Amateur Driver of the Year to Kelly Walker and the January Davies
Humanitarian Award to Karin Olsson-Burgess.
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JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2012 ISSUE OF THE PACESETTER
LUCHENTO HONORED AT HHI

Photo by Donna Hartmann for HHI

SBOANJ President Tom Luchento [left] received his HHI Appreciation award from SBOANJ Executive Administrator Leo McNamara
at the Harness Horsemen International
Awards Banquet on December 3, 2011 at
the Embassy Suites Resort and Spa in Deerfield Beach, FL.
Luchento was one of four honorees. Jeff Gural was the recipient of the Dominic Frinzi
Person of the Year Award, while Luchento
and Gerry Connors picked up HHI Appreciation Awards, and Sam McKee received the
Clyde Hirt Media Award.

